Messiah University

Mosaic
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999)

Brethren in Christ Church Archives

4-1-1983

Evangelical Visitor - April, 1983 Vol. 96. No. 4.
Glen A. Pierce

Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor
Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons

Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2464
Recommended Citation
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - April, 1983 Vol. 96. No. 4." (1983). Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999).
2464.
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2464

Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service,
leadership and reconciliation in church and society.
www.Messiah.edu

One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055

mynt,

o J o f n y

11*25

A Meditation on the Resurrection

socked me
bopped
by David E. Climenhaga
Recently on a Sunday afternoon, as
we were driving home from one of the
Conference churches, Dorcas was reading some humorous bits from the Sunday school paper we received that morning. She dissolved in laughter and could
hardly read, and I laughed out loud. She
read of the little girl who could sing
"Victory in Jesus" word perfect, until
she got to the chorus which she sang:
"He socked me and bopped me with His
redeeming blood." (It should have been,
of course, "He sought me and bought
me with His redeeming blood.") I
thought "How appropriate! How unwittingly innocently appropriate!"
For almost five months last year I
read the book of Ephesians through in
the New International Version early
every morning as part of my quiet time
regimen. After a couple of months this
sentence jumped out and socked me
between my spiritual eyes and bopped
me in my mental solar plexus: "I p r a y . . .
that you may know . . . his incomparably great power for us who believe. That

power is like the working of his mighty
strength, which he exerted in Christ
when he raised him from the dead . . ."
(Eph. 1:18-20).
To know his incomparably great power for us who believe. Power like and
equal to the "Resurrection Day Power"!
I had read those verses many times
before but I had not seen that comparison. Daily we have available in us power
as great as "Resurrection Day Power."
Note some of what surrounded
Christ's crucifixion and resurrection.
Remember the events. Think on them
and savor them. And apply them to us,
now, today.
See him there on the cross, voluntarily! Yes, he was seized roughly, tried
unjustly, condemned like a common
criminal to die (He, the pure incomparable Christ, condemned to die like a
common criminal!). And he did it willingly and without complaint. See him
there, on the cross, become sin to vicariously pay for my sin, your sin—our sin.
See him there, conquering sin and death,

in tijis issue..
A warm welcome to several hundred new readers—persons receiving copies of this
issue of the Visitor because their congregation will be discussing the article "Alive in
the Spirit," beginning on page 6. This is the first of four articles adapted from theme
sermon presentations at the 1982 General Conference. Although longer than most
Visitor articles, each one discusses vital issues of concern to every Christian. Next
month, Merle Brubaker highlights aspects of our unity and calls us to action in
"Ministers of Reconciliation." (The deadline for ordering extra copies of the May
issue is April 15. Phone our office for details.)
Also in this issue we introduce a new feature—letters from Onesimus, one of
Apostle Paul's co-workers. As Onesimus put it in a recent letter, "I am in a position to
pass along some useful information—not making news, but carrying and interpreting
it
The time span between leaving Paul in a Roman jail and 1983 is only a 'wrinkle
in time'." Onesimus will be sharing his (or should I say her?) observations in a number
of issues. In due time, we'll reveal the identity of this writer and pass the privilege on to
another. The line forms on the right.
Interested in receiving a free one-year extension of your Visitor subscription?
Check the postcard between pages 24 and 25 for more information. Help extend the
ministry of the Visitor and receive a year of good reading free.
2

victoriously! And what power made
that possible? Certainly not a grim,
dogged determination to hang on and
"see this thing through to the end." Not
even a mental resolve to "die like a
man." But the divine self-giving love of
God himself.
Consider the veil of the temple, torn
from the top to the bottom! The very
direction of the rending shows that the
force that rent the veil was of divine
origin. And the exposing of the "holy of
holies," the opening up of direct access
to God himself, for any and all of us who
believe. Consider this and rejoice. Sin
and death conquered, permanently!
Marvel at the open and empty tomb.
The great stone that covered the opening to the Palestinian sepulchre, the
grave into which the mangled, unrecognizable body of Christ was so recently
placed—now pushed aside like a mere
pebble. And wonder of wonders, the
grave is empty! Consider and weep with
Mary. And puzzle in wonder and awe
with Peter and John. Then tremble and
rejoice with Mary at the risen Lord, no
longer mangled, no longer unrecognizable, but wholly and completely recognizable, and beautiful beyond compare.
Tremble with awe, and rejoice.
And learn the lessons he teaches as he
appears, nine more times, in Judea and
Galilee, to the disciples and other faithful. Learn that he is there, he is here, he is
everywhere, whether we see him or feel
him or not. Doubt with Thomas, you
who demand irrevocable proof. And be
willing with Thomas to acknowledge
and accept him: "My Lord, my God!"
I do not intend it as an irreverance to
suggest that these profound truths socked me and bopped me as I read that the
incomparably great power God exerted
to raise Christ is a power that you and I
may know. And to know this power is to
experience it and to appropriate it. Not
to "use" it for my ends, but to appropriate it for his glory.
How may we apply this knowledge?
Christ himself is our great example.
Note again, he went to the cross voluntarily. Bonhoeffer said, "When Christ
calls a person to come and follow, he
calls him to come and die." So often
when we have a chance "to die" for his
glory—to die out to self, our desires, our
time, our convenience, so that we might
help others for whom he died—how we
resist. Christ gave himself for our sins.
Can we do less in helping to carry the
shame and hurt of people who frequently, too often in unrecognized ways,
reach out to us for help. So often when
Evangelical Visitor
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we have the chance to help some hurting
sister or brother, we turn our shoulder.
We reject the one crying for some of our
time or comfort. And on occasions
when we are rejected, we dare not turn
bitter (yet so often we do). Remember,
Christ was often rejected by those he
yearned for the most.
The torn veil! Let us take advantage
of our blood-bought privilege to enter
into the "holy of holies," into the very
presence of God himself. In the name of
Christ let us enter there and commune,
and receive instruction and strength. We
can remove stones of difficulty, doubt,
despair, or complaint. Sometimes we
do, but too often we don't. But when we
do remove those stones, through prayer
and God's Word, how energized we are
with his socking and his bopping.

fhe power God used
to raise Christ
is a power that
you and I may know
That little girl in the Sunday school
paper (so the story said) was likely thinking of her older brother. Here too (no
irreverence meant), our "older brother"
appears to us again and again. He wants
us to be his "little Christs," being flexible
and available to people whom we contact daily, loving them (not socking it to
them), listening compassionately (not
bopping them with their stupidity—they
know that too well); just being with
them, being a presence—his presence—
in their pain.
Hear the apostle in his entire prayer:
"I pray also that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you
may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
That power is like the working of his
mighty strength, which he exerted in
Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms, far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and
every title that can be given, not only in
this present age but also in the one to
come" (Ephesians 1:18-20).
•
David E. Climenhaga is bishop of the
Central Conference and lives in Nappanee,
IN.
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'm not sure how the revelation came
to us. All I can remember is that suddenly there it was in our heads—a truth
so profound, a discovery so delightful,
that we literally could not contain ourselves.
Let me explain.
My best friend in junior high school
and I became convinced that we possessed knowledge which, if pursued to
its logical conclusion, would revolutionize the entire sweep of human intellectual activity. Our discovery was this:
that nothing can be proved.
In order to verify this startling truth,
we tried to prove things to each other.
Here's how it went.
I would say: I can prove to you that
the world is round.
He would say: Try it.
I would say: As the earth rotates on its
axis, it spins around so that we can see
the sun in the same position every 24
hours.
He would say: How do you know
that?
I would say: Because scientists have
demonstrated it.
He would say: Prove it.
I would say: Their work is printed in
books and accepted by people everywhere.
He would say: But that doesn't prove
it's true.
Then we would clap our hands and
laugh, because if you couldn't prove the
world was round, what on earth (or off
the earth, for that matter) could you
prove?
And so we began seeking out victims.
We would challenge them with our
shocking discovery. Most of the time
they were eager to take us on. One by
one, we demolished their arguments,
vainly trying to suppress our giggles of
success. Our ultimate test came with
Earl, a classmate who regarded himself
as the class intellectual. He owned a $19
slide rule and read the science fiction
stories of Isaac Asimov—a combination
more than enough to establish anyone
4

as an intellectual at Manheim High
School in 1955.
Earl responded to our challenge with
relish. We tried our best, but he wasn't
having any of our chop logic. Whereas
our other opponents had easily succumbed, usually out of frustration at
our one-track arguments, Earl persisted.
He persisted to the point where we
began to get sick and tired of his persistence. In short, we failed to convert him.
And it brought our career as revolutionaries to an untimely halt. For to the very
end, in answer to our repeated assertions ("that doesn't prove anything")
Earl would raise his right arm and
shout, "But it's proof to me!"
In one of the gospel stories of our
Lord's resurrection appearances to his
disciples, a character who claims our
attention is one of the Twelve—Thomas.
We don't know very much about Thomas, except that he was a twin; and that
bit of information throws no light whatsoever on his personality. Next to Judas
Iscariot, however, Thomas probably
ranks lowest of the twelve disciples in
the estimation of most Christians. This
low ranking is the result of his skepticism about the Lord's resurrection. He
is best known for his doubt, and the
term "doubting Thomas" has become
proverbial.
Thomas, you see, demanded proof.
He wasn't willing to take the word of the
others that they had seen the risen Lord.
Thomas said, "I've got to see for myself—
touch his scarred hands, touch the
wound in his side. And unless I can see
and touch, then I will not believe."
And Christians down through the
centuries have, on hearing this story,
shaken their heads in sour disapproval
of Thomas the Doubter.
I have not been one of them. There is
a sense in which Thomas has been my
patron saint. Let me say it another way.
I believe that doubt, skepticism, the
need for proof, is not, in and of itself, a
bad thing. In fact, without it we could
not survive in this world.
I wish Americans were a bit more

skeptical than they are. If they were,
they would be less likely to fall for all the
goodies dangled in front of them, all
promising to make life happy and fulfilled and successful. Flipping through
magazine ads not long ago, I was both
amused and disturbed by what I saw.
Amused that the ad-makers really believe they can sell products with their
utterly fantastic claims, and disturbed
that, for the most part, they are exactly
right! We do not recognize or at least we
do not challenge the implicit dishonesty
of their claims.
A few cases in point. A full-page ad by
a stereo manufacturer which proclaims
in big letters, "Everything you'll ever
need"—followed by the message, "The
Scott R376 Receiver." Or how about the
ad which announces, "There is only one
joy . . . the costliest perfume in the
world." Or the camera maker which
claims, "Pentax sets you free."
A good healthy skepticism will help
us see these come-ons for exactly what
they are. Our response will be, "Who are
you trying to kid? What you are really
out for is your own self-interest. It's not
our joy or freedom you're interested in;
Evangelical Visitor
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by Kenneth L. Gibble

Faith that
doesn't
need
to touch
"Blessed are those who
not seen and yet believe "
John

20:29

it's the almighty dollar." Skepticism will
also help us recognize that the admakers resort to religious language to
make their pitch. Joy, freedom, all we
need—these are terms traditionally associated with religious faith. And when
the vendors in the marketplace make
ultimate claims for their less-than-ultimate wares, then they—and we—come
uncomfortably close to what the Bible
calls idolatry—faith in false gods.
Healthy skepticism, therefore, is a weapon we need to have always at the ready.
Our age has been characterized as an
age of unbelief. I don't agree with that
assessment. On the contrary, ours is an
age of belief—belief in anything and
everything. People put their trust and
their cash into get-rich schemes, into
books on pop psychology, into selfappointed gurus of every variety, into
almost anything or anyone who promises security or happiness or peace of
mind. People today are almost desperate to believe—and the more extravagant the promises, the more eager the
believers.
What we need is less belief and more
doubt.
April, 1983

D
J L # ut now I want to approach our
subject from a different angle. I have
stated that doubt is not, in and of itself, a
bad thing. Now I must state that the
converse is also true, that doubt, skepticism, the need for proof, is not, in and of
itself, a good thing.
Doubt can be rooted in cynicism or
fear or despair. And when that is the
case, it can be a barrier which keeps out
even God himself. Doubt can be a game
we play to avoid being disappointed or
hurt. We can go through life unwilling
to trust any more than we can see or
touch.
This is doubt which hides behind the
fear of commitment. We may refuse to
have faith because we are afraid it will
cost us something—our reputation as a
rational person, for example, or our
freedom, or our self-respect. We may
cling to these or other things for dear
life, without realizing that in so doing we
have pledged our faith to them. As Paul
Tillich said so well, every person has
something which is an ultimate concern.
The only question is whether or not that
something is worthy of faith.
Faith in God does not come by way of
rational proof. It was never intended to
be that way. J. Schoeneberg Seltzer
writes:
At the core, belief in God is always
an intensely personal affair. And
arguments for the existence of
God are simply an intellectual
f o r m of personal testimony.
(What's Left to Believe?, 1968.)
C. S. Lewis once wrote to a friend struggling with whether or not to be a
Christian.
I do not think there is a demonstrative proof of Christianity
I
demand from my friend a trust in
my good faith which is certain
without demonstrative proof. It
wouldn't be confidence at all if he
waited for rigorous proof. (Sheldon Vanauken, A Severe Mercy,
1978.)
But back to the story of Thomas and
his struggle for faith. Thomas thought

he needed proof based on sight and
touch before he could believe the Lord
was risen. Then, suddenly, Jesus stood
in their midst. And he said to Thomas,
"Come here; see my hands, touch my
wounded side, and believe." The Gospel
says simply: "Thomas answered and
said unto him, 'My Lord and my God.' "
Thomas didn't need to touch after all.
What he really needed was to be himself
touched . . . by the love of his Lord. I
believe that the Gospel is telling us here
that faith comes not from proof, but
from love.
Some time ago, a group of clergy colleagues and I went to visit the local
headquarters of a Hare Krishna group.
As we sat there listening to two saffronrobed men share their faith, it struck me
that they probably had not been converted to that faith by intellectual assent
to its teachings, even though they insisted that its teachings were undeniably
true. (My opinion was that I hadn't
heard such silly nonsense in a long time.)
No, what really won them over, I believe, was that in this community of faith
they had found acceptance and love.
I am convinced that the greatest blessing from God we can receive comes
when we allow ourselves not to be
argued or coaxed, but to be loved into
the kingdom.
"Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe." Our classmate had it
right, didn't he? "It's proof to me," he
shouted. Of course! What we hungerfor
is acceptance, the kind that Jesus offered
a doubting Thomas—not a condemnation of his doubts, but a loving acceptance of him just as he was. The only real
proof of faith is in the relationship it
offers. It's faith that doesn't need to
touch.
•

Kenneth Gibble, a frequent Visitor contributor, lives in Harrisburg, Pa.
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V
( R e c e n t l y I found myself in an interestby R. Dale Shaw

UNITED IN CHRIST

ing setting. John and Ruth Brenneman
were preparing to move, after three
years of deep commitment to the Lord
and to the church in Collingwood. As
several of us from the congregation
stood in their family room praying for
them, I also led those present in prayer
for another member of our church family, Hazel Fawcett. Just hours before,
she had suffered a massive heart attack
and was in critical condition in intensive
care.
At that moment, we were truly united
in Christ. We had the comfort of love.
We had the fellowship of the Spirit. We
felt the compassion of Christ. And when
it came right down to the vital things of
life, we were of one accord. This unity
had been achieved by God.
The secular world, on the other hand,
has means and motives which are in
sharp contrast to those of the Spiritfilled children of God. Listen to the
words of this song, written in 1915 by
Ralph Chaplin for the labor union
movement:
When the union's inspiration through
the worker's blood shall run,
There shall be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun.
Yet what force on earth is weaker than
the feeble strength of one?
But the union makes us strong.
In our hands is placed a power greater
than their hoarded gold,
Greater than the might of armies magnified a thousand fold.
We can bring to birth a new worldfrom
the ashes of the old,
For the union makes us strong.
Solidarity forever! Solidarity forever!
Solidarity forever! The union makes us
strong.
When A. T. Robertson addressed
himself to the unity spoken of in Acts 2,
he said that what Christians have is
"premeditated one-accordness." Likewise, when Paul talks to the Philippians
in chapter 2, he tells them not to do
anything through strife or vainglory, but
in humility. When we do this, we demonstrate that we are mature and are alive
in Christ. We realize that the things
which unite us are greater than the trivial things that divide us. But in contrast

Dale Shaw is pastor of the New Life congregation in Collingwood, Ontario.
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to the union song which suggests that a
common vision gives strength, it is our
life together in the Holy Spirit that gives
us unity and purpose.
As I left the Brenneman home to visit
Miss Fawcett in the hospital, I was
gripped by the questions Paul poses in
Philippians 2. In essence he asks, "Do
you have any encouragement from being united in Christ?" (NIV). "Is there
any such thing as Christians cheering
each other up?" (LB).
Further, he asks, "Does it mean anything to you that we are brothers in the
Lord, sharing the same Spirit?" (NIV).
"Are your hearts tender and sympathetic at all?" (LB).
Finally, he challenges them, as we are
challenged today, to be "likeminded,
having the same love, being one in spirit
and purpose. . . . Each of you should
look not only to your own interests, but
also to the interests of others" (NIV).
Paul wanted them to be alive in the
Spirit.
But what does it mean to be "alive in
the Spirit"? This sermon will take us in
three different directions to examine
that question: (1) What if all the Conference delegates—you who are sitting here
this morning—were as alive in the Spirit
of God as you could possibly be?
(2) What if the church in total around
the world were as alive in the Spirit of
God as it could possibly be? (3) The
result would be that the world would
soon be alive to the Spirit of God.
Conference delegates
What would happen if all of the Conference delegates were as alive in the
Spirit as they could possibly be? If every
person in a leadership role in the church
were as alive in the Spirit as they could
possibly be?
Why are you at General Conference
here at Azusa, California? Is it a special

What other institution
in the world today
has the potential
for being as great as
the church of Jesus Christ,
alive in the Spirit?

April, 1983
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f f you have any encouragement from being united in
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with
the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others
better than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to
your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
Philippians 2:1-4

favor from your home congregation in
honor of your 25th wedding anniversary? Did Conference just happen to fall
in line with your vacation time? Are you
here to oppose the budget, or to change
the bylaws, or to influence the direction
of Renewal. . . 2000?
What do you expect from your time
here? Do you anticipate that your faith
will be lifted or that you will feel the
strength of hundreds of fellow Christians dedicated to the Lord's service?
Just like you, Paul and Barnabas
went to Jerusalem to be part of a group
that was going to make decisions. For
them, the question was one of whether
to adopt Jewish rules on the matter of
"separation." It is crucial to note that
before delving into those matters, they
declared all the miracles that God had
done for them. They were alive in the
Spirit! Their expectations of what God
would do motivated them to obey his
Word and Spirit. They daily expected
the Holy Spirit to work through them.
The infant church pictured in Acts 2
probably is not a total pattern for
today's church. But we do see the great
leaders of the New Testament there,
going out into the world day after day,
sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ. Being
alive in the Spirit changed the disciples
from being a fellowship of "losers" into
being "the apostles," men with a message to share with the hurting, heartsick,
lonely, depressed men and women of the
world.
I speak to you this morning with the
hope that you are here after preparation
and prayer, with great expectations of
what God will do to us and for us. After
all, we don't enjoy sitting ten to twelve
hours a day unless we go home as different people from when we came. As the
called-out representatives of your con-

gregation, you have the responsibility of
coming, sharing, and returning home,
alive in the Spirit.
Our church
What would happen if the total
church of Jesus Christ were as alive in
the Spirit as it could possibly be?
Dr. Norman Vincent Peak believes
that the local church can be and must be
the most exciting place in the community. Too often, you and I don't make it
that way. But that is the way God
intended it to be. The church has the
most exciting message and way of life
that was ever laid out for a person. It
tells us what one can be, should be, and
how to become that.
What other institution in the world
today has the potential for being as great
as the church of Jesus Christ, alive in the
Spirit of God? How can it ever be that
the people in the world look at you and
I, the church, Christianity, as being dull,
dismal, and disastrous? Christianity was
born in excitement! Some shepherds out
in their fields saw the glory of a star, and
soon all heaven broke loose with song
and light, communicating a message of
love and peace. Likewise, the book of
Revelation tells us that the church will
go out of the world in the same explosion of the glory, in the presence of multitudes singing as a great choir, "Worthy
is the Lamb . . . Alleluia, for the Lord
God Omnipotent reigneth!"
In one of his books, Bruce Larson
tells of the little boy who was overwhelmed with the question of what is
real and what is not real. He asked his
mother, "Mommy, are we live or on
tape?" What a question for the church to
ask itself. Are we alive? Or are we a
recording?
next page, please
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Alive

in the Spirit
from page 7

I read of the university professor who
succumbed to laziness and decided to
record his lectures, having his secretary
start the tape player at the beginning of
each of his classes. He believed that students could learn as effectively from a
recording as from him in person. One
day he visited the classroom, heard his
voice, and saw there—among two or
three students—33 tape recorders, taping his recorded lecture.
Has anything new happened in your
church recently? Could the folk who
dropped in a few years ago legitimately
say they heard it all before? Are we dead
in complacency? Do we tend to become

lazy and ill-prepared to minister effectively to a lost world that needs a relevant church?
In John Zercher's book Lantern in
the Dawn, he talks about bulletin preparations and says that many times sermon titles are not included in bulletins
which he received as editor. He concludes that either the bulletin was prepared too early or the message was prepared too late. He says he fears that
generally the message was prepared too
late. As I read this passage during my
devotions not long ago, I realized that
the message was too late for my neighbor who recently committed suicide. He
needed an alive church.
The church that is alive with the Holy
Spirit will be a church with a great, faithgenerated vision. If God is really God,
we owe it to him and to the people of the
world to make our plans large. And our
vision will be for a healing involvement
in the lives of people. As Philippians 2:1
points out, our feelings for and fellowship with each other are to be character-

POINTS TO PONDER
Thefollowing questions are designed to stimulate individual thought or
for use in group discussions. Group leaders should select those questions
they feel are most appropriate for their particular group.
1. How might we define an "alive" church?
2. Are the characteristics of an individual who is "alive in the Spirit"
much different from the qualities exhibited by an "alive" church? If so,
how do they differ?
3. What are some of the benefits of being "alive in the Spirit"?
4. What might be the "vital things of life" Pastor Shaw mentioned in the
second paragraph?
5. If Paul were writing specifically to me and my congregation today,
would he have given the same counsel he gave to the Philippians?
Asked the same questions? What else might he have said about my
church?
6. Being "alive in the Spirit" will inevitably reflect a deepening love for a
lost and suffering world. To what extent is our church reaching its full
potential for ministry in our community, our world?
7. Two global wars and modern communication techniques have given
us an unprecedented awareness of the world's needs. Do I have a clear
sense of personal mission in our sin-laden, hurting world? What is it?
8. How do we maintain a balance between ministering to the needs of
fellow Christians and ministering to the needs of the world?
9. Recall and share a time in which I was especially aware of the unity of
the church. Were the people involved "alive in the Spirit"?
10. What are some of the ways my church could improve its vitality?
11. It's been said that central to a congregation's health is a pastor who
"has a pastor's heart." What does that phrase mean to you? Is
everyone in my church in agreement regarding the ministry responsibilities of the pastor? Of the people?
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ized by tenderness, compassion, joy,
unity, and mercy.
How does your congregation respond
to the family that is moving away from
your area and church, or to the family
suffering bereavement? How does your
church respond to the young girl who
becomes pregnant out of wedlock, or to
the business executive charged with misappropriation of funds at work? How
does your church respond to the couple
that is "splitting up"? How do you treat
the persons with new and different doctrinal views? With tenderness? Compassion? Joy? Unity? Mercy?
The Spirit-alive church will learn how
to get down to the level of the community in practical words and actions, the
way Jesus would do it. Father Divine
once said, "The trouble with us metaphysicians is that is that we don't know
how to tangibilitate." I think he's right
(and I made sure I knew what the words
meant before I decided to quote him).
Saint Paul suggests that we should
respond to all in humility, considering
others as better than ourselves, regardless of their circumstances. Our model
for this kind of love must be Jesus
Christ.
Our world
The third direction comes when the
delegates go home from Conference
alive in the Spirit, influencing the church
to be alive in the Spirit, and we go out to
contagiously infect the world.
If someone from another planet were
to ask you this question, "What is it like
to be alive on planet Earth," how would
you reply?
You might well answer something
like this: "Where I live we have food,
clothes, and adequate homes. But there
are some areas where people starve to
death daily. Where I live, we live in
peace, but there are places where war
rages and thousands are killed. Where I
live, banks are robbed, homes are ransacked and cars stolen. But there are
places where there are no banks, no
homes, and no cars. Where I live, we
have about everything we need. But
even in the heads and hearts of the most
wealthy and most popular, contentment
is like a vapor."
What really is happening out there in
the world? The world is alive, all right—
alive with hate and greed, with hurt and
lust, with war and sickness, with death
and evil, with confusion and sin.
The world is a strange place—a place
where 50 million dollars is spent on a
brewery and the church is considered
Evangelical Visitor

insane when it spends a million on a new
facility. The world is that place many
Christians feel they should stay away
from—happy and contented in their
sewing circles, fellowship groups and
Sunday meetings.
Scripture does say that spiritually, we
are not to enter the world. John put it
this way: "Love not the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For everything in the world—the
cravings of sinful man, the lust of his
eyes and his pride in possessions—
comes not from the Father but from the
world" (I John 2:15).
Sometimes when the pressures of
problems prickle my plans with unscheduled activities or interruptions, I feel like
withdrawing into a religious retreat or
some sedate, orderly country pastorate
somewhere, where the great guideline
and rule for membership is "quality,"
where one can enjoy the quiet, peaceful
conversations of saints with answered
prayers. But verses four and five of our
text challenge us, "Each of you should
not only be concerned with your own
business, but also with the interests of
others."
Others? They are the neighbors who
drink beer on their front steps and curse
at the top of their voices. They are those
undisciplined people up the street who
don't cut their grass. They are those persons who play rock music late on a
summer night, or the alcoholic who
drives into and kills that promising
young university student. We are to be
concerned with the interests of others.
For Paul says, "your attitude should be
the same as that of Jesus Christ."
As the church alive in the Spirit, we
cannot forget the words of Christ as
recorded in Matthew 28:19-20: "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I will be with you always, to the
very end of the age."
From out of the dark night of the
world we hear the gun shots, the cursing,
the family feuds, the labor unrest, the
cries of poverty, and the groaning of a
world in pain. But listen carefully. Wake
up to the Holy Spirit of God. As you live
an obedient life in the Spirit, above the
noise of the world you will find new
hope in the reality that "It only takes a
spark to get a fire going. . . ."
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The Spirit-alive church will
learn how to get down to
the level of the community
in practical words and actions,
the way Jesus would do it.
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Brethren in Christ Historical

Society:

by Owen H. Aldrrfer
More than ten years have gone by
since Bishop David Climenhaga took a
final tour through the attic of the home
on the Messiah College campus where
his parents had lived during the last
years before his mother died. The old
house was about to become victim to the
wrecker's ball and something—nostalgia,
probably—led David to take a final
look. There, hidden away in the attic,
was a box. Of course, a son would open
such a box to see what his parents had
left in that attic hideaway. He took away
the wrappings, opened up the box, and
there discovered a collection of love letters from his parents' courtship days
some fifty years earlier.
These were not just ordinary, "valentine-type" love letters. They were detailed accounts of what was happening in
the early days of Messiah College and
the Grantham community—the building, the noodle factory, and the processes of growth of a significant phase of
Brethren in Christ life. After all, Emma
Smith Climenhaga was daughter of
S. R. Smith, one of the founding fathers
of the college and notable churchman of
the first third of this century. A few
more days and this treasure would have
been lost forever. Now this rich source is
in the Brethren in Christ Archives,
awaiting the study of an historian who
can bring insight from this material into
the fuller picture of Brethren in Christ
life.
This illustrates the concerns of the
Brethren in Christ Historical Society.
Interest in such a society began about
ten years ago, particularly among the
historians at Messiah College: Professors Carlton Wittlinger, E. Morris Sider,
and Martin Schrag. Having insight into
the value of history for a people, these
men had nurtured a growing body of
information which was giving insight
into the heritage, shape, and life of the

Owen H. Alderfer chairs the Department
of Religion and Philosophy at Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
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Moving into
the future
with a clear sense of

C. W. Boyer does some research in the Brethren in Christ archives,
located at Messiah College.

people called Brethren in Christ. Wanting to preserve and increase the body of
historical resource materials, they proposed the development of an organization which would gather materials from
the past in order to reflect on them and
consider their impact upon the present—
"to determine whither we have come so
as to discern whither we are tending."
Concrete steps toward the formation
of the society were taken at General
Conference of 1976 as sixteen people
gathered to consider directions and commit themselves to stand together in this
work. Dr. E. Morris Sider was elected
chairman of the society and Dr. Arthur
M. Climenhaga secretary. From that
time membership has grown to nearly
300.
The stated purposes of the Brethren
in Christ Historical Society are (1) to
encourage the study and research of
Brethren in Christ life and thought; and
(2) to provide a medium for the exchange
of ideas on the historical, theological,
and contemporary life of the Brethren in
Christ. A major function of the society is

the publication of a journal, Brethren in
Christ History and Life, each June and
December; E. Morris Sider is editor of
that publication. As noted, the society is
concerned not only with the history of
the denomination, but also with current
thinking and directions in the life of the
body. Significant historical findings and
papers reflecting the thinking and activities of Brethren in Christ people are published in the journal. This includes materials from related bodies as well.
An executive committee of six directs
the affairs of the society. Nancy Heisey
Longacre (secretary), E. Morris Sider
(journal editor), Myron Dietz, Isaiah B.
Harley, and John R. Yeatts along with
Owen Alderfer (president) constitute the
committee. The annual meeting, held in
June, is the primary public event of the
society. The business of the society is
conducted and topics of wide-ranging
interest are covered at this meeting.
The annual meeting of 1983 will be
held at 7:30 p.m., June 16, at the Lancaster Brethren in Christ church. The program topic is Architecture and Worship
Evangelical Visitor
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Led by Word and Spirit
By Dale W. Brown
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider

our pastr
among the Brethren in Christ. Ray
Zercher of the Messiah College faculty
will present a slide lecture illustrating
directions in architecture among the
Brethren. Myron Dietz, an Old Order
River Brethren layman and high school
teacher, will speak on "Values of the
House Church." The public is invited to
share such sessions along with the membership of the society.
Another event sponsored by the society is the Heritage Service at the Ringgold Meeting House, an historic church
building in Ringgold, Maryland. This
service in "the old style" will take place
on Sunday, June 5 and will involve people from several segments of the River
Brethren tradition.
The society is concerned to involve
increasing numbers of Brethren in Christ
in the activities of the organization. We
are satisfied that there is information
"out there" that will give additional and
deeper insights into the history and life
of the Brethren in Christ. The December
1982 issue of the journal included the
account of a discovery of materials dealing with the beginnings of the church.
This was uncovered by Dr. Martin
Schrag, probably the most effective
"sleuth" among us in uncovering treasures from our history. Even now there
are collections of information hidden
away in attics of churches and homes,
valuable bits tucked away in publications, and significant records in public
documents that would help us piece
together the fuller record of our past.
Membership in the historical society
is an effective way for the members of
the church-at-large to be involved in
ongoing dialogue about the past, present, and future of our denomination.
Individual membership, which costs
$5.00, involves one in the work of the
society and brings each issue of the
journal in the mail. Furthermore, an
institutional membership for your congregation at the same price will assure
that Brethren in Christ History and Life
comes to your church library, making
this information available to the people
in your church.
April, 1983

I was reared in a Brethren in Christ
home in which Bible reading in "family
worship" marked, after the morning
chores, the beginning of each day. I grew
up in a congregation where testimonies
and the preached word frequently dwelt
on the Holy Spirit as guide to and
empowerer of the Christian's life. Both
experiences were no accidents: the Scriptures and the person and the work of the
Holy Spirit have been historically central to the thought and life of the
Brethren in Christ.
We are thus well served in having this
eighth and last study in the adult curriculum of the Foundation Series devoted
to these two themes. We are also well
served in the author, Dale Brown, a
Church of the Brethren pastor and
seminary teacher, who writes from both
a pietistic and anabaptist background
and with sensitive awareness of some
differing views that exist on the subjects
among those groups sponsoring the
Foundation Series.
In the first part of the study, Brown
explores our understanding of the Word.
He affirms our historic conviction that
the Bible is central to our beliefs and
practices; in fact, so much so that we
have frequently been referred to as "the
people of the book." We see Jesus as
God's fullest and most personal revelation of God to mankind. We rightly
consider the Bible's place to be in the
midst of the congregation—the community—whose task is to discern the
will of God from his Word.
As crucial as this subject is, interest
for Brethren in Christ readers will probably be even greater in the second part,
where Brown writes of the meaning and
work of the Holy Spirit. His words will
sound familiar, but they will come with
something of a new and fresh approach.
Brown candidly admits that in his work
for this study he was forced back to the
Scriptures and to consideration of the
views of persons from the holiness background (some of which came from
members of our own denomination).
And while he has not yet accepted for
himself the full teaching of the holiness
position, he treats the teaching in a sympathetic manner and concedes that the
Holy Spirit may lead some believers to a
second work of grace (holiness) experience.

Brown's primary concern, however, is
not so much with the manner in which
the Holy Spirit comes to us. He is more
interested in how we allow the Holy
Spirit to lead us in both the large and
small experiences of our lives. The fruits
of the Spirit, he insists, are seen in faithful discipleship, in a compelling desire to
share the gospel, in resisting conformity
to this world by considering ourselves as
pilgrims and sojourners bound for another kingdom.
This book will require thoughtful
reading (surely a challenge to all faithful
Christians). Brown has made our work
easier by the numerous illustrations that
he draws from his childhood and college
days, and from his work as pastor and
seminary teacher. In one of my favorite
stories Brown recalls how the concern
his mother used to express for his faith
as he entered each new institution of
higher learning remains with him as he
in turn teaches students who come to
him at the seminary. He then goes on to
relate the following experience:
"A brother confronted me [at the
seminary] concerning my bad influence
on his son. 'You are teaching Barth,
Brunner, Bonhoeffer—all theologians—
instead of the Bible!' As we were about
to part, he gave me several tracts to read.
Quickly looking over them, I called him
back. 'Brother,' I said, 'we may not be as
far apart as I thought. You had me
believing that I read theologians and
you use only the Bible. But you did not
give me printouts of the Scriptures.
Rather, you handed me interpretations
of the Scriptures by the pastor of your
tabernacle. We both have theologians.
We both read the Bible. We believe our
theologians help us to understand the
Word of God more clearly. Our only
difference is that we have different theologians.' " (page 35)
Such touches characterize this book.
Altogether, the volume offers many
rewarding hours of reading and study.

Led by Word and Spirit will be available for
study beginning in the June quarter. E. Morris Sider, member of Messiah College's
faculty, serves as Brethren in Christ editor of
the youth and adult Foundation
Series
curriculum.
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Why "Messiah College—Africa ?
by D. Ray Hostetter
A news item in the February Visitor
reported on Messiah College's plan to
launch a baccalaureate program in
Africa. "Messiah College—Africa" will
be developed in collaboration with Daystar Communications, a Christian educational and research institution in Nairobi, Kenya.
In announcing the new program, President Hostetter of Messiah College noted
the benefits which are anticipated by
Messiah College—Africa:
Our global age makes it mandatory
for Messiah College to get involved at
the world level in a new way. This will
result in far-reaching consequences: students will have a less parochial perspective, they will prepare for international
careers, and they will help find answers
to the needs of the world community.
Fortunately, Messiah College is already doing a good job of teaching students to think, live, and serve globally.
One-third of the faculty have studied or
served in other countries. Many Messiah students participate in annual study
experiences in a diversity of countries
during the January term, and some students go abroad for a full year of study.
In addition, with some 30 students
enrolled from approximately 15 countries, the composition of our student
body is more international than at most
institutions.
Beyond any doubt, Messiah College—
Africa will help fulfill the important
objective of expanding the international
education dimension of our college,
causing both students and faculty to
think more globally. But two other
benefits will accrue: (1) It will help meet
international educational needs—particularly in underdeveloped countries, and
(2) it will assist the Christian church in
ministering to a changing world.
Serving underdeveloped countries
As Messiah has analyzed the need to
expand its global education dimensions,
it has concluded that the most positive
impact will come by locating an educational base in the underdeveloped world.
This is appropriate not only because of
the anguished hurts of these peoples, but
also because higher education is scarce
in emerging countries and is reserved for
the elite.
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Such a location is also appropriate
because of the rapid population growth
in these countries. A recent report shows
that ten of eleven babies born today are
born in third world countries. World
population, which now stands at 4.5 billion, will double in 20 years. And 80
percent of the world's people will be
living in underdeveloped countries by
the year 2000.
The appetite for education in the socalled third world has led its people to
apply to western educational institutions in droves. They consider education
to be a high privilege and are ready to
make great sacrifices to get a degree.
However, western schools do not have
the resources to accommodate such vast
numbers. It is therefore good news
indeed that locating an educational center in the context of a developing country makes possible the education of
more people with less dollars.
Another important consideration is
that non-western students are best trained in their own cultural setting. Indigenous leaders who train in a home environment are more likely to stay and serve
their own urgent social needs. Students
who study in the West are tempted to
stay in the West. Even when they return
home, they often have adopted western
ways to the point of being hindered from
becoming productive as leaders of their
own people.
One more good reason for third world
students to study in a setting near home
is that they are frequently older than the
traditional college student in the U.S.

Because of that, their enrollment in a
western college often means an extended
separation from their wives and children
along with other domestic disruptions.
It therefore seems clear that there is
an impelling need for Messiah College
to serve the emerging nations of our
world by establishing an educational
center in Africa.
Assisting the Christian church
As a Christian college, Messiah values
its ability to help the church in fulfilling
its mission, its changing role in the
world.
Of course, the church has not been
released from its compelling commission to "go forth to every part of the
world and proclaim the good news to
every creature." Christ has always called
all his followers to be global persons
rather than calling only missionaries to
the great task of evangelizing the world.
The call today, however, is not to
respond in the traditional ways of the
past. We must respond with more imagination because the ground rules have
changed. In a day when 38 countries,
with a total population of two billion,
permit no foreign missionaries or severely restrict evangelistic activities, the
Christian church must move with caution and wisdom.
Even in areas that are open to missions, it is probably unwise to indiscriminately send more missionaries. Instead,
it is better to have national leaders
shoulder increased responsibilities, with
a select number of key missionaries

While expanding the international
education for our college,
Messiah College—Africa

will also

help meet educational needs overseas
and help the church minister
in a changing world.
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functioning as enablers of the indigenous leadership.
Since a primary role in the future will
be for missionaries to serve as teacherservants under local leadership, there is
a particular educational need that requires attention. Although missions have
always done superb work in establishing
primary and secondary schools, their
efforts in higher levels have been meager.
There is only one Christian institution in
all of Africa that now grants a B.A.
degree to those preparing for leadership
in their home countries. It is to that
special calling that Messiah now responds—Christian higher education in
Africa.
Another urgent reason for locating in
the third world is that most church
growth is taking place in these underdeveloped countries. Upon returning
from a global tour, Dr. Myron Augsburger, past president of Eastern Mennonite College, was convinced that the
"third world is the cutting edge of the
Christian church."
Billy Graham, after one of his trips
overseas, said, "It may be that the center
of spiritual gravity in the world is shifting from the West to the East."
Christianity Today recently reported:
"In black Africa 20,000 persons embrace
Christianity every day. For the first
time, Christians outnumber both animists and Moslems south of the Sahara.
If the present trend of the church growth
continues, by A.D. 2000 the Christian
church will no longer be predominately
white."
But the question could arise, since the
Africa church is becoming more selfgoverning and more self-propagating,
should it not be left to go in its own way?
The answer is no. The church in Africa
needs continued help, particularly in
higher education. As African countries
develop, secularism is also rising, and it
is therefore of the highest importance to
provide the opportunity of a Christian
higher education to the indigenous leaders in all walks of life.

Seventy-four years ago S. R. Smith
provided vision and leadership for a
bold move—the founding of Messiah
College. Now the time is at hand for
another big step forward. As Messiah
College—Africa is brought into being, it
will serve the needs of emerging leaders
in developing countries, assist the church
in fulfilling the Great Commission, and
cause the students and staff at Messiah
to live and think globally.
•
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Messiah College News
Ministers Conference
Rev. and Mrs. Stuart Briscoe were
the keynote speakers for the 18th Annual Ministers Conference at Messiah College in late February. The theme was
"Not Survivors, but Conquerors."
The Briscoes are internationally
known as speakers, teachers, and authors. Rev. Briscoe pastors the Elmbook
Church near Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
Other resource persons included:
Frank Fimiano, Executive Director,
Moreno Insitutute; and Luke Keefer,
Jake Thiessen, Jane Towers, and Ron
Webb, all professors at Messiah.
Board Chairman Feature/Honored
Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, chairman of
Messiah's Board of Trustees, was featured on the McNeil/ Lehr Report on
television in February. In the interview
Boyer spoke on the weakness of science
and math programs in U.S. high schools.
A few weeks earlier he received a William Moss award from the Moss Institute in Washington, D.C. The institute
cited the top people in energy, education, economics, health, crime, and communications. Boyer, who is President of
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, was named as
the country's leading educator. He served in the Carter administration as U.S.
Commissioner of Education.
Academic Honors
Dr. E. Morris Sider, Professor of History and English Literature at Messiah,
was honored with Niagara Christian
College's first Alumnus of the Year
Award.
New Campus Entrance in Sight
As a result of intensive efforts by key
friends of the college, the State of Pennsylvania has authorized funds for a new
bridge and entrance to the campus. A
generous donor has given a gift of
$45,000 toward the college's portion of
the costs. Present plans are for construction to begin in 1984 on this project,
which will provide a much-needed safe
entry to the Grantham Campus.
Accident
A college van carrying basketball
players to a game at Lincoln University
in January was involved in a two-vehicle
accident. Two Messiah College players,
Jeff Shoaf and Doug Keim, were serious-

ly injured and were admitted to a nearby
hospital. Jeff suffered severe facial lacerations but has returned to his studies
at Messiah. Doug suffered a back injury
and, although in good condition, is not
able to continue his studies this semester
because of necessary recovery time in
bed.
Building Progress
The Naugle Residence Hall, with a
capacity of 255 students (Messiah's largest), is a bit ahead of construction schedule. The Lottie Nelson Dining Room,
being enlarged (along with kitchen and
storage facilities) by 60 percent to accommodate 300 additional people, is also on
schedule. Both facilities should be in use
by this September.
Fees for Next Year
The executive committee of the Board
of Trustees recently took action to increase college costs by eight percent for
the 1983-84 academic year, as follows:
Tuition: $2,200 per semester
Board: $575 per semester
Hoffman Residence Hall: $520 per
semester
Hess and Miller Residence Halls:
$530 per semester
Bittner and Sollenberger Residence
Halls and Philadelphia Campus:
$540 per semester
Naugle Residence Hall: $550 per
semester
Fry and Smith Townehouse Apartments: $560 per semester
Although the above amounts may
seem high, it should be noted that in
total fees charged, Messiah ranks 22nd
among 30 Christian colleges. In other
words, 21 colleges have higher fees.
Students Travel
During January Term, study groups
travelled to Morocco and Spain, Greece,
and Israel. Other groups studied in
Michigan, Georgia, and Florida, while
still others took cross-cultural courses in
Philadelphia.
Security
Messiah College has taken the following steps to increase the safety and security of students: the hours of security peronnel have been increased, additional
outdoor lighting has been installed, and
an emergency contact has been implemented for the security staff.
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Moses with his hosts in Oklahoma, John D. and Anna Jean Eyster,
and Pastor Rickel. Since returning to Zambia, Moses has been
assigned by the church to a preaching/evangelism ministry.

A harmonica
comes home
by Charles Rickel
On a typically beautiful day in Oklahoma I drove to the music store twenty
miles from home. I told the man in
charge that I wanted a quality harmonica for a young man in Zambia. After
looking at a number of fine models, one
was chosen.
All this happened because Fannie
Longenecker, one of the missionaries
our congregation supports, told us about Moses Munsaka, one of her students at Sikalongo Bible Institute. She
said he was a talented, dedicated young
man who sensed the call of God to be a
minister. She added that a harmonica
would be helpful in his ministry. So the
harmonica was presented to Fannie and
she carried it back to Zambia to give to
Moses. . . .
About a year later, I waited at the bus
depot for a very special visitor. The bus
rolled in. I stood by the door, waiting to
meet someone I had never before seen.
Then he emerged with a smiling face—
Moses Munsaka, all the way from
Zambia! He had been selected by his
peers to come to the United States with
the Mennonite Central Committee's
Visitor Exchange Program. After staying six months in Pennsylvania, he
would live among our congregation at
Bethany for the remaining six months.
As a congregation we had been asking ourselves, "How can we better understand Brethren in Christ missions?"
Some of our newer members were saying, "We don't really understand what
you mean by 'missions.' " Oh yes, we
talked about missions, passed out wellprepared literature, had special prayer
Charles Rickel is pastor of the Bethany,
Okla., congregation and serves on the Board
for Missions.
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emphases, and heard excellent missionary speakers. But still a desire for a better sense of missions remained.
Moses brought us an understanding
of missions we could not have received
in any other way. We had met the missionary teacher; now her student was
with us. Well trained, Moses had leadership qualities, a passion for the lost, and
a vision for the Zambian church. As he
stood behind our pulpit, harmonica in
hand, his face glowed with the joy of the
Lord. He testified, he sang, and he
played the harmonica! The Bethany
congregation began to understand missions in a new way.
While in Oklahoma, Moses lived with
John D. and Anna Jean Eyster and
worked in their faming operations. After
Moses returned to Zambia, John reflected, "I think we received more from
Moses Munsaka's stay in our home than
Moses did. We saw the power of the
gospel of Jesus working in the life of his
young man. We learned what it is like to
have a young man in our home from a
totally different culture. When asked
about things that we knew were different to him, Moses invariably said, 'No
problem.' Moses was 'no problem' in
our home. We learned patience as we
taught him to drive—first the pickup,
then the tractor and other machinery
used in farming. We learned to love
Moses as we lived and worked together.
We are proud to call him our African
son."
The Lee Crowdis family, who included Moses on a week's vacation experience, shared these thoughts: "The week
Moses spent with us on a family skiing
trip gave us a chance to see and live with
a truly committed Christian who over-

came unsurmountable difficulties to do
the work God had intended for him.
Our friend Moses was an inspiration to
our family because of his zest for living,
his insight into the need for spreading
the Word, and his commitment to living
a life dedicated to the will of God."
A university student said, "As I was
growing up in the church, I heard a lot
about missions, but the mission field
seemed so far removed from me. Moses
Munsaka changed all that. Having him
here gave me a clearer view of missions
outreach. I have a new appreciation for
missions since I learned to know and
love one of my brothers from Zambia. I
thank the Lord for sending Moses to us.
He has truly been an inspiration to me."
A missions committee member commented, "To have Moses Munsaka in
our congregation for six months gave
me a better understanding of missions in
the Brethren in Christ Church because
of his strong faith in God and the Scriptures, which I am sure he received in the
Bible Institute, as he yielded himself to
God. The burden he carries for his people, I feel, was generated in part by his
teachers and pastors."
Several other members of the Bethany
congregation commented:
"Moses loved the Lord and had a
burden for his own people. His being
here made me realize that every dollar
we give to missions is worthwhile. His
life and testimony emphasized the good
work of missionaries like Fannie."
"Moses is a challenge to the youth of
our culture who excuse themselves because of lack of opporunity. We learned
a lot from him."
"His example challenged me in my
commitment."
"Moses was a bundle of inspiration.
Evangelical Visitor
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He came and was a missionary to us."
"God put love between us and a sense
of brotherhood."
Now Moses and his harmonica are
back in Zambia. But, because of his time
with us, our love, our prayers, and our
interests are all more sharply focused.
Moses' harmonica, which traveled thousands of miles between Oklahoma and

Zambia, represents the many ways that
missions are now a part of a Brethren in
Christ congregation in the United States.
We rejoice with the Zambian church
for leaders like Moses: brothers and sisters with vision, passion, energy, talent,
commitment, who are building Christ's
Church. Our vision and commitment to
Christ and to his church have been chal-

Praying for missions
by Martha L. Lady
Prayer does make a difference. Early
in my missionary career, when some
plans had to be changed, I was alone at
Macha Hospital for several days without transportation. Several weeks later,
I received a letter from a nursing school
classmate. "Marty," she wrote, "what's
going on with you? The Lord has been
bringing you to my mind to pray for you
so much recently." How thankful I was
for a friend who was sensitive to the
Lord's prompting. It does help to know
that someone is praying for you even
though there is no way of directly communicating a pressing need.
We want to provide this vital prayer
support. If we want to pray effectively
for our missionaries, we need to pray
intelligently. Who are our missionaries?
Do they have families? Where are they
working? What type of work are they
doing?
Pray for the missionaries by name.
A name is something very personal and
important to each of us. God knows
who the missionaries are, but somehow
it seems to mean more when we do as
well. When I first went to Africa, a pastor asked why so many missionaries
came out of our rather small congregation. Later I realized one reason was
that we were remembered by name in
prayer regularly. I had a special warm
feeling recently when I returned for a
visit and heard them praying for their
missionaries by name in the morning
service.
Learn all you can about each
country where missionaries are working. Know where it is on the map. What
is the geography and the climate? Be
familiar with the history and know the
religions and customs in the country so
that you can understand some of the
problems encountered when the Gospel
message meets with extreme opposition
April, 1983

or some of the joy when there is ready
acceptance of the good news. What type
of government does it have? Who is the
president, king, or other key official?
Know the name of the province in which
the missionaries live and work. What is
the largest city? The work of the missionaries can be affected when there is
trouble in the surrounding areas. So,
what are the surrounding countries?
Pray as these countries and names are
mentioned in the news. You can soon
learn to read the missionary meaning
between the lines of the news and perhaps the news will sound less depressing
when you hear it as requests for prayer.
I read an article several years ago that
suggested using the radio or television
news as a hot line from the missionary.
When there is news of a weather emergency such as an earthquake or typhoon,
we need not wait for an urgent message
from that area to pray for our brothers
and sisters living there who may be in
physical danger. We can also pray that
there will be additional opportunities
for promoting the Gospel as relief
is given. When the commentator announces a coup, a military junta or a
revoluntionary government take-over,
we can begin to pray immediately for the
missionaries there (should they stay?)
and for the church there (which cannot
leave). Paul wrote in II Thessalonians
3:1, "Finally brethren, pray for us, that
the word of the Lord may have free
course." Sometimes the Gospel has a
broader impact in days of turmoil.
When there is fighting, we can pray that
the Gospel has free flow to achieve its
highest purpose.
Pray regularly. The missionary needs
consistent prayer support—intercession
that is regular, frequent and specific. Do
not be disillusioned by discouraging
reports of few results, or by lack of

lenged. Our prayers and support of missions have taken on new meaning.
Familes interested in hosting young
people for six months as part of the
MCC Visitor Exchange Program should
contact: Brethren in Christ Missions,
P.O. Box 27, Mount Joy, PA 175520027; (717) 653-8067.
reports. On the other hand, don't sit
back when the letters are frequent and
optimistic and the missionary appears
successful—he or she needs your support then more than ever. Let missionaries know that you are praying. As you
learn to know them in this way, they will
give you more of their prayer requests
and suggestions.
Pray for the missionary as a person. Pray for each missionary's general
needs such as physical strength, adequate financial resources, health, safety,
and skill in his or her work. Pray for
good relationships between family members, including missionary children, so
that each family will be able to maintain
a positive, balanced, supportive home
life and to cope with special problems
such as schooling or separation. Pray
that no personality conflicts (which can
easily become signifcant for some working in situations not of their own choosing) bring about discord that defeat the
cause of Christ.
Pray for the missionary's spiritual
life. Each needs time and privacy free
from interruptions to maintain a vital
devotional life. We know our own struggles, temptations, and times of discouragement; remember the missionary is
human as well, and normal struggles are
often magnified when one is away from
supporting family and friends. It is
important that the missionary maintain
his or her own spiritual health and vigor.
Our church has made several publications available to keep you informed
about missionary activity. The Evangelical Visitor, Therefore, and The Challenge will keep you informed of events,
people and special requests. Special
events should be marked on your calendar so you can remember to pray for
them before they happen. As you pray
for missions and missionaries, your vision will be enlarged. You will enter into
an exciting partnership in the work of
missions.
Martha Lady is a member of the Missions
Prayer Fellowship committee, which publishes The Challenge, a monthly
prayer
bulletin.
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Sam and Erma Jean Bert
by Esther Spurrier
There should be a sign on the desk
reading "The Buck Stops Here." And
the buck rarely stumps the man behind
the desk. Not that he boasts of his
accomplishments to the folks around.
Sam Bert doesn't talk much about himself or anything else, for that matter. Yet
with quiet efficiency and calm demeanor
he meets the daily list of things gone
haywire and sees to the smooth operation of Macha Hospital.
Meanwhile, back at the house and
around the hospital and training school
area, wife Erma Jean hurries to accomplish all the tasks necessary to keep her
extended family (students, staff, and visitors) functioning harmoniously.
A great deal of commitment and dedication to Christ and to his work on
earth is evidenced by the lives of these
two unusual people. Each arrived in
Africa in 1966, willing to experience life
in a new society, share needed skills, and
demonstrate the love of God. Samuel
Zook Bert from Newton, Pa., worked as
a 1-W (conscientious objector performing constructive overseas service in lieu

of military service) in the Macha area,
doing maintenance and construction
work and driving supplies to missions
schools. Erma Jean Gish from Lebanon,
Pa., worked as a nursing sister at Macha
Hospital and then moved on to Mtshabezi Hospital in Zimbabwe. But each
had seen in the other qualities which led
toward the foundation of a marriage.
Sam returned to the States in 1968
with the encouragement of Dr. Robert
Worman to return to Macha in future
years as hospital administrator. With
this in view he pursued studies in accounting. Erma Jean's term was finished in
1971 and she returned home to establish
a new home. They were married in April
.and returned to Macha just over one
year later.
Son Chris was an infant at that time
and Erma Jean's energies were directed
first toward making a home for her family. In a country with limited consumer
orientation, much time, energy, and
creativity were expended in homemaking (and some people like to call it the
simple life!). Kim and Kari joined the

family at precise three-year intervals,
allowing medical personnel to point to
this family as a model in child spacing
(the family planning emphasis in Zambia).
In addition to family responsibilities,
Bina Christ* has contributed her gracious expertise in supervising hospital
sewing, teaching nutrition classes, filling
in at the hospital as a nursing sister,
seeing that houses are furnished and
housemates compatible, and entertaining a never-ending stream of visitors. In
executing the written part of her job
description, she does not neglect the
unwritten part. She is heavily involved
with church women in Bible study and
fellowship meetings, in sewing activities,
in visitation, and even in driving the
lorry to transport participants to women's conferences.
Sam wears many hats: accountant,
administrator, banker, builder, electrician, magician, mechanic, purchasing
agent, volleyball coordinator, and wailing wall, to name a few in alphabetical
order. His low-key, low-anxiety personality ideally fits him for a job where the
demands are endless and the stress
potential high. Imagine supervising building projects and maintaining machines
and vehicles when building supplies and
spare parts are available only erratically,
if at all! He has been able to impart a
*"Bina" means "mother of." In Zambia, it
is the custom to refer to a mother using the
name of her oldest child.

Erma Jean participates in many activities of the Zambian church women. Here
she is part of a women's meeting at the
village of Mwanambiya.
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As Macha Hospital administrator, Sam
faces the daily challenges of problemsolving and decision-making.

Financing the
missions outreach
considerable amount of his know-how
to those around him with a view toward
Zambinization. But the multiplicity of
skills will not be easily duplicated in
another individual. The Zambian church
Executive Board has divided Sam's job
three ways (accountant/administrator/
builder) in planning for future staffing.
The Bert family has been active in an
outreach ministry to the people of Bulebo Village, about five miles from Macha
Mission. Part of a team from Macha
Church, they have met for worship and
fellowship monthly with this group of
believers for several years—providing
resources, guidance, and encouragement. At one point they lived with the
Mweetwa family, lay leaders there, for a
week. The foundation of a lasting friendship was cemented. Their ministry has
been rewarded in seeing a number of the
group grow in Christ and be baptized
this past year. Now these people are
constructing a church building. Women
are meeting for Bible study and fellowship. In turn, some are reaching out in
ministry to the neighboring village of
Muyanda.
To be a long-term missionary requires
a number of special qualities. Two of the
most important are adaptability and
commitment. It is commitment to God
and to doing the job at hand that has
taken the Berts through difficult times in
their lives and work. And it is adaptability that has enabled them to make use of
creative alternatives when accustomed
methods are not possible.
But to be a missionary at all first
requires saying "yes" to the call of God.
Sam and Erma Jean are still saying
"yes" to the call of God in their lives. In
doing so, they are providing a powerful
model to their family, immediate and
extended, of being God's instruments in
this world.
•

Esther Spurrier and her husband, Dr.
John, are part of the missionary staff at
Macha Hospital in Zambia.
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in 1983
by Donald R. Zook
We want to praise God and thank
you for the marvelous way in which
most of the 1982 financial needs of
the Brethren in Christ Missions were
supplied. This was a result of very
encouraging contributions f r o m
many congregations, from hundreds
of direct gifts by individuals and
businesses, from increased overseas
grants for institutional personnel, and
from favorable changes in foreign exchange rates. A more complete description of this appears in the March/
April issue of therefore, copies of
which are available from the missions
office upon request.
However, it is also clear that the
shortfall in 1982 budget receipts has
resulted in inadequate funds for various capital expenditures.
In January, the Board for Missions Executive Committee adopted
a $1,909,146 program budget for
1983. The Executive Comittee also
approved the presenting of program
needs to the brotherhood in four
phases. These phases will be sequential, and later phases will only be
implemented if commitments for the
program needs have not been met by
earlier phases.
Phase One. Our first preference is
for the total missions budget to be
raised through congregational giving. A questionnaire will be sent to
pastors requesting the amount each
congregation has budgeted, or plans
to give, towards the 1983 missions
budget. If the cumulative total is
enough to meet the denominational
missions budget, the solicitation listed in Phases Two, Three, and Four
will not be implemented. We have
faith that God will help congrega-

tions to meet their missions budgets
for 1983.
Phase Two. If the questionnaire
results indicate that congregational
budgets for missions are not enough
to cover the 1983 Brethren in Christ
Missions budget, then Phase Two
will be implemented. About the middle of the year, invitations to participate in faith promise giving for missions will be sent to those business
and individuals who have made direct gifts to Brethren in Christ Missions during the past several years.
We have faith to believe that God wil
help these individuals to meet any
faith promise commitments they
make for 1983.
Phase Three. If the total congregational missions budgets and the total
of individual faith promises are not
enough to meet the Brethren in Christ
Missions budget for 1983, then a
selected number of individuals will be
solicited for large-gift donations to
meet specific capital projects. These
projects include modest church buildings in new areas where God has
raised up congregations (Nicaragua,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Japan) and
residential housing in Venezuela.
Phase Four. If the total commitments received from Phases One,
Two, and Three above are not adequate to meet the 1983 denominational missions budget, information
about the remaining amount will be
given to the Brethren in Christ near
the end of 1983. Opportunities will be
extended for year-end giving to meet
the remaining part of program needs.
Donald R. Zook is executive secretary
of Brethren in Christ Missions.
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Missionary Opportunities
for Tentmakers

International
Placement Service
by Anna Ruth Zook
When you first read the subtitle of this
article, you might have wondered, What
does tentmaking have to do with being a
missionary?
The answer is this: Tentmaking was
the trade by which the greatest missionary of all time—the Apostle Paul—
supported himself and his helpers financially as they went about Asia and
Europe spreading the gospel and planting churches. Today, the "tentmaker"
concept has broadened to refer to any
missionary or minister who supports
himself financially in a secular job, while
at the same time being actively engaged
in the work of evangelism. For the purpose of this article, the term "tentmakers" is used to describe missionaries in
foreign countries, supporting themselves
in secular positions while doing the
work of evangelism and church planting.
Reasons for tentmakers
Why tentmakers rather than full-time
workers? What is the advantage of the
tentmaker over the professional missionary? Tentmakers help to lighten the
financial load for mission organizations
and are welcomed in countries which
may be closed to professional missionaries. Ruth Siemans points out, "Decolonization, nationalization, resurgence of
non-Western religions, urbanization,
secularization, industrialization, (and)
education are a few of the factors that
give the messenger in a secular position
an advantage over the professional missionaries." (Siemans, p. 213)
Seimens continues, "These t r e n d s . . .
provide unprecedented opportunities
(for the spread of the gospel by skilled
Christian workers). There are 120 new
countries in the world less than thirty
years old seeking help for their development needs. Several million jobs are
available to North Americans in these
and in older countries as well. These are
positions their own citizens cannot at
18

present fill. Some Western cults and
non-Christian religious groups have
been quick to use these opportunities.
How tragic if Christians, for whatever
reasons, ignore these new avenues God
puts at our disposal" (Seimens, p. 213).
As a biblical rationale for the tentmaking approach to mission work,
Seimens cites the examples of Joseph
and Daniel who, in the foreign cities to
which they had been carried, used their
positions in pagan society as the setting
for their influence for God (Seimens, p.
214).
In addition to the more global trends
favoring the tentmaking approach to
missions, churches in Africa and Latin
America have cited several very real
advantages for the local church:
1. Latin American Christians felt that
part-time ministers with reputations in
the academic and commercial world lent
prestige to the churches and attracted
more people from the middle classes
(Webster, p. 33).
2. In churches where pastors had
outsidejobs, church members were given
more to do and participated more in
church life.
3. The churches felt the pastor was
better qualified to teach stewardship if
he himself was engaged in the day-today struggle of earning a living.
4. A self-supporting pastor helps keep
the church from settling into rigid patterns of operation.
Marvin Miller reported that all but
one of the 27 East Africa tentmakers
interviewed were very enthusiastic about
their double roles. "They indicated they
would encourage church leaders to continue adding tentmakers to the team of
leaders along with full-time, fully supported ministers" (Miller, pp. 10, 11).

churches in Latin America and Africa
against adopting part-time pastoral
leaders as the primary mode of church
leadership:
1. The demands of the secular work
conflict with the work of the ministry.
2. Some part-time ministers are earning salaries higher than their full-time
colleagues or most of the members of
the congregations.
3. Part-time ministers are not mobile;
they must live within reach of their jobs.
Besides, they cannot be transferred to
other congregations. Maybe it was all
right if a minister had a trade like Paul's.
4. If he is involved in industry, the
minister must take sides in a labor dispute and cannot work effectively as a
reconciler. He may even have someone
on the other side of the dispute in his
congregation.
5. Working ministers are really only
able to identify with a small portion of a
diverse society, so they should be fulltime ministers and learn about society
from their members.
6. A bishop could not control a
tentmaker.
7. A tentmaker was fine in the first
generation; now our children need good
training, so we must have a full-time
trained man (Miller, p. 8).
Obviously, a tentmaker ministry does
not work everywhere and in all situations.
International placement
service formed
The 1982 General Conference approved a Board for Missions request that a
separate International Placement Service within the total missions program
budget would be formed. The responsibilities of this separate agency include
the following:
1. Identifying committed qualified
Christians who are available for international service; 2. Locating positions

"Tentmakers" describes
missionaries in foreign
countries who support
themselves in secular
positions while doing the
work of evangelism
and church planting.

Obstacles to be overcome
There were, however, some valid criticisms advanced as well by the local
Evangelical Visitor

open for expatriate personnel in other
countries, expecially among people unreached by the Gospel; 3. Serving as a
liaison between qualified personnel and
the agencies seeking professional expatriates; 4. Providing spiritual counsel
toward effective Christian life and witness within the country to which assignments are made.
The Board for Missions receives information about jobs overseas from three
sources: from overseas visits by Roy
Sider, the Secretary of Overseas Ministries; from Brethren in Christ Church
members around the world; and from
the Overseas Counselling Service, an
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship screening organization for tentmaker mission
candidates. This organizaton now has
computerized data on more than 100,000
secular positions. There are 526 job
descriptions—everything from bookkeeping and fisheries to urban planning—in
230 countries and territories.
Seimens observes that ". . . Careers
most in demand are agriculture, engineering, medicine, math, industrial arts,
and English as a foreign language.
Salaries may sometimes be low, but they
are often excellent with generous benefits besides. (You can support a missionary while you are one!)" (Seimens, pp.
213, 214).
Applications are welcome
Would you like to know more about
the types of overseas work opportunities
available for Brethren in Christ? There
may be needs for a person of your talents and abilities serving in a country
where Brethren in Christ Missions already exist. There also are many opportunities for people with marketable skills
to serve as self-supporting missionaries
with International Placement Service. If
you want to get more information so
you can prayerfully seek God's will concerning His place for you, write to
Brethren in Christ Missions, 2519 Stevensville Rd., Stevensville, Ontario LOS
ISO; or P.O. Box 27, Mt. Joy, PA
17552-0027
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Training program for
VSers approved
Past experience has taught that not
everyone willing to do voluntary service
is equipped for its demands and rigors.
Some missions and Christian service
organizations have found that a period
of training for certain workers before
they are thrust into a cross-cultural
environment is beneficial.
At its December 1982 meeting, the
Board for Missions adopted a recommendation to establish a discipleship
training unit. Valuable resource material for a suggested training program
was presented by Dr. Gene Chase, presently working at the International Linguistics Center while on refresher leave
from Messiah College.
The purpose of the training unit will
be to help prepare VSers for crosscultural ministries through a program of
discipleship, study, work and group living. Over the course of a four-month
period, the participants will be encouraged in their personal spiritual growth
through direct interaction and regular
group sessions with resource persons
experienced in discipleship and crosscultural relations. Some tools used in
this growth process will include prayer,
Bible study, and exercises in personal
witnessing. It is expected that income

from part-time earnings of the trainees
will cover basic room, board, transportation and ministry expenses. This will
also provide the participants with the
opportunity to relate to others outside
of the unit and integrate their newly
developed skills into everyday life.
Participation in the training unit itself
will only require a four-month commitment on the part of the VSer. However, at the completion of the training
period, the trainees will be given the
opportunity and encouraged to continue on in some sort of service, possibly
at another location.
The first Voluntary Service training
unit is to begin June 1, 1983 and will be
located at the Paxton Street Home in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The VS workers will receive room and board at Paxton Street as well as having involvement
with the ministries there. Training and
counseling will be the responsibility of
the Paxton Street Home staff and
Brethren in Christ Missons.
If you would like information on how
to become one of the six VS workers
who will be part of this new venture,
please contact Kent Byer, Brethren in
Christ Missions, P.O. Box 27, Mt. Joy,
PA 17552.

REPARATION
for J

J f e

. . . a life of witness and service

BRETHREN IN CHRIST

VOLUNTARY SERVICE TRAINING UNIT
4 months of training and direct experience in:
• Cross-cultural living
• Witnessing
• Service opportunities
• Personal spiritual
development
This experience is available for any young person out of high school or young
married couple interested in training and possible voluntary service in the future.
It will begin June 1, 1983 and will be conducted at the Paxton Street H o m e in
Harrisburg, PA.
C O N T A C T : Kent Byer/Brethren in Christ Missions/P.O. Box 2 7 / M o u n t Joy, PA
17552
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The Board of Christian
Education Annual Meeting

Where
and
Minds
From left, Curtis Byer, Winnie
Swalm (Executive Director), Jesse
Heise, Bishop Byers.

My first meeting as chairman of the
Board of Christian Education was challenging, exciting, and spiritually fulfilling. The challenge is to continually
develop services for our churches in the
midst of the transition in the organizational structure of our denominational
boards. Philippians 4:6 states, "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God." Accepting the courage given by
God, I am confident that change will
cause creativity in our planning for the
future, and therefore, 1 enthusiastically
await the results of God's plan for our
denomination.
It is exciting to watch the commitment of the board members in developing programs which provide direct services to congregations. Our capable staff
consisting of Winnie Swalm and Ken
Letner were reinforced by the boardfor
their dedication in visiting and assisting
individual congregations to enhance the
ever-growing Christian education programs. Personally, I am always spiritually fulfilled through the witness of the
individual board members in their concern for the needs of others, their commitment to serving the Lord, and their
unfailing support of me even with my
Italian idiosyncrasies.
This article is intended to serve as a
report on board actions at the January
21-22,1983 meetings at the Holden Park
church in Orlando, Florida. It also provides a commentary by individual board
members responding to the question of
what agenda item was most meaningful
to them.
—Frank Fimiano
20

"The fellowship and sharing with
Christian friends from California, Kansas, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Oklahoma,
Saskatchewan, Ontario and Virginia in
a concentrated time and space with a
common purpose is an experience which
very few people know, let alone understand." Vice chairman Lloyd Hogg of
Stouffville, Ontario, reflects on the recent meeting of the Board of Christian
Education." I always leave with the feeling of being part of a much larger
family—the Brethren (and sisters) in
Christ."
Board member Earl Lehman, Hopewell, Pa., puts it this way. "It is a time of
fellowship and inspiration as well as a
time of interaction on many very important current issues. We have great concerns for all ages, all problems, for all of
God's people as well as a Christian concern for unsaved neighbors and friends.
It is a blessing to share with those who
come from the east, west, north, and
south!"
"The flood of education which issues
from the minds and hearts of this board
gives a feeling of being seated with the
most gifted and resourceful Christians
one could find," observes Ralph Wenger
Alta Loma, Calif.
Jesse Heise, Pitsburg, Ohio, says,
"Exciting things are happening in our
church life. Bringing facts and ideas
together from all the regional conferences is good. It helps each see his or her
own turf as a center of renewed activity
and enthusiasm."
"This gives me new inspiration for
work in the local church," says Myron
Lady, Abilene, Kans.
"As ideas and problems are identified
and discussed, a deep spiritual concern

is evident," says George Kibler from
Carlisle, Pa. I see the board as a direction-giver for the entire church. "If the
brotherhood is to be unified," he continues, "I believe a strong and effective
Board of Christian Education is necessary and should be looked to for assistance by the whole church. We must
communicate to the congregations what
we are doing and what we can do."
A Board of Action
New board chairman Frank Fimiano
affirms the strong and necessary ministry to youth that the Board of Christian
Education must have. In addition, Ken
Letner, associate director for the board,
reports that there is strong support for
another youth convention.
Action: The Board of Christian Education will hold a youth convention in
December 1984. Co-directing the convention will be Ken Letner, Lancaster,
Pa., and Linda Hershey Frey, Manhattan, Kans.
Board member Calvin Hamblin,
Roanoke, Va., says, "This is an agenda
item with implications for A.D. 2001.
Sometimes a Christian is prone to look
at immediate concerns and concentrate
entire efforts on providing solutions and
remedies. In so doing we jeopardize the
welfare of succeeding generations.
"The planning and implementation of
the Youth Convention 1984 sets the
stage for growth and development of
church leaders as we enter the 21 century. Most high school and post high
young people will by the year 2001 be
rearing families of their own, many with
children in junior high by that time.
Many of the participants in the 1984
convention will no doubt serve on
Evangelical Visitor

From left, Lloyd Hogg (vice chairman), Frank Fimiano (chairman),
Warren Hoffman (secretary).

Hearts
Meet
Reported by Winnie Swalm
church boards, pastor churches, evangelize, teach, and heal on foreign soil by
the year 2001.
Calvin continues, "It is very important to me that we invest time, effort and
finances in this youth convention, for as
I view it, this is an investment that will
come to fruition in the next century as
well as bear eternal reward. I find great
satisfaction in being a part of the BCE
because it is investing in the future as
well addressing immediate concerns."
Action: The Board of Christian Education will sponsor a Drama Fest at
General Conference in 1984. A project
coordinator will be selected.
Jesse Dourte, Hope, Kans., says, "I
have felt that this is an area which would
give our constituency an opportunity
for ministry as well as develop the skills
of individuals in fulfilling the Great
Commission. The suggestion of the
Drama Fest is of particular interest to
me."
Action: The board will continue to
use contract services. Winnie Swalm,
executive director, reports, "The concept of using contract services in areas
such as Summer Service coordinator,
editing of Christian education pages in
the Evangelical Visitor, creation of Family and Children's Calendars, and other
specific projects and ministries has given
excellent results, both programmatically
and financially."
Board members strongly affirm contract services in that it not only frees
directors for field services but utilizes the
gifts of available people for specialized
tasks.
The Treasurer Reports
Ralph Wenger reports, "With praise
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to the Lord, to board members for their
personal financial support, to directors
for their careful management of resources, this year the Board of Christian
Education cleared its remaining debt of
$6,487.11." The board recognizes a need
to continue to express gratitude to congregations and supportive individuals.
"To see how work and dollars can
harmonize is a unique experience," says
Winnie Swalm, "and it is especially
exciting when a board is blessed with
funds to pay its debts."
A Board with Priorities
Secretary Warren Hoffman records,
"The directors continue to keep field
services as the board's first priority.
They are able to stay in close touch with
constituency concerns through these contacts, and report warm and appreciative
responses. Building good working relationships with regional boards of Christian education is also a priority for our
directors, and they report significant
advances in morale, programming, and
even staffing." Warren continues, "It is
important for our General BCE to keep
concentrating on this."
A Board With New Frontiers in
Ministry
For a number of years, under the
chairmanship of Lloyd Hogg, new possibilities for ministry were explored
through the use of "in board" task forces. New board chairman Frank Fimiano continues this method of discovery.
The 1982 meetings of task forces of
the BCE report the following discussions:
Sunday school growth study: Charlotte Sider, Saskatoon, Sask. says, "The

General Conference BCE spent serious
time exploring Sunday school growth.
Statistics reveal that 80% of Brethren in
Christ Sunday schools average less than
125 students. Yet we know that Sunday
school can be a launching pad for
dynamic church growth, introducing
the unchurched to faith and wholeness.
Now, as the executive committee devotes
time to finding meaningful ways to
enhance Sunday school growth, exciting things are bound to occur!"
Dale Engle, Mountville, Pa., comments, "1 personally feel that it is about
time that we give some special attention
to the Sunday school as a viable outreach arm of the church. It is my opinion
that we need to spend time developing
strategies for growth. The Sunday
school is the structure within the church
that has the potential for reaching out
and loving our lost communities. If we
are serious about the Great Commission, we will find ways to become
credible."
The task force reports: "The purpose
of the Sunday school growth thrust
shuld be to stress the concept that Sunday schools can do more to focus on the
eduation of the believer and be an effective evangelistic arm of the church, by
communicating that Sunday school is
—for every person in the church
—more than Sunday morning relationships
—an opportunity to coordinate several necessary emphases in church
growth (visitation, evangelism,
education)
—a setting where lay persons can
'own' the responsibility of the
Great Commission.
next page, please
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Where Hearts
and Minds Meet

taken for granted. The BCE needs to
explore with singles such concerns as
ways of developing attitudes of acceptance by themselves and others, planning for their future, taking responsibility for their own singlehood, and developing networks of relational supports."

from page 21
Consensus: That the executive committee study the possibility of a Sunday
school growth emphasis throughout the
denomination."
Ministry to young single adults:
Linda Hershey Frey says, "The agenda
item which caught my fancy was serving
on a task force to study the possibilities
of sponsoring a convention for single
adults. Ministry to young single adults is
something at which our churches aren't
particularly successful—too many of us
don't remember how it felt before we
were part of a duo. Part of my hope for
the church is that we move away from
the labels and boxes we dearly love to
use, that we see people as people without
needing to categorize."
Gladys Gorman, Quincy, Pa., says,
"It is heartening to hear that a church
board is beginning to recognize the
expertise, the potential, and the value of
the single adult."

Ralph Wenger, BCE Treasurer.

Curtis Byer, Upland, Calif., affirms a
ministry to young single adults. He says,
"Attempting to reflect the mix of people
in which our congregations are located,
the BCE desires to address the interests
and concerns of special groups. Singles
are important to us because they represent a talented pool of individuals, growing in numbers, whose interest and
needs the denomination has tradtionally

In Review
In the concluding moments of the
board meetings, a quick review showed
the appropriateness of the devotional
shared by chairman Frank Fimiano
during which he read Philippians 4:4-9.
The last part of that passage reads:
"Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these things.
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do: and the God of peace shall be
with you."
•
Winnie Swalm is the executive director of
the Board of Christian Education.

a place to serve

S UMMER
SER VICE
a people to love

a purpose to fulfil

WHO QUALIFIES FOR SUMMER SERVICE?
Any young person between 15 and 22 years
of age with a Christian testimony and a
desire to serve Christ and the Church is
eligible.
WHAT WILL I BE ASKED TO DO?
It might be building, or teaching, or cleaning,
or painting, or camp counselling, or helping
in the kitchen, or almost anything—but it is
work!
HOW WILL I GET THERE?
The Summer Service Co-ordinator will help
you work this out. You may travel by plane,
train or bus. Many times parents wish to
drive their youth to the place of assignment if
it isn't too far away.
WHAT WILL IT COST ME?
The cost will be a sacrifice. Giving your time
and energy in Christian service requires a
special kind of commitment. In addition, you
will be required to provide some travel costs.
The Board of Christian Education will pay
25% of travel costs up to $50.00.
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PLACES TO SERVE INCLUDE:
Camp Lakeview, Goodrich, Ml
Kenbrook Bible Camp, Lebanon, PA
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, PA
Spring Lake Retreat, Wurtsboro, NY
Timber Bay Children's Home, Timber Bay, Sask.
Mile High Pines Camp, Angelus Oaks, CA
Applications must be received no later than
May 15, 1983.
Contact the Board of Christian Education at
either:
Duntroon, Ontario Canada LOM 1H0
or
P.O. Box 163, Mt. Joy, PA 17552

Sponsored by the
Board of Christian
Education

<-b
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Children at play before the Sunday school bell.

Valley Street:
Another Growing Sunday School
Bj'lDIMv.

tuK(>

by Henry Chafin
Fourth in a series on Sunday Schools of
the Year, this article features the Valley
Street congregation in Dayton, Ohio.
During 1981, attendance at Valley Street
increased 44.9%, the highest percentage
increase in the denomination.

The Valley Street Brethren in Christ
Church in Dayton, Ohio is alive and
growing.
A renewing of spiritual awareness
and an awakening to the call of the Holy
Spirit are both happening in our congregation. As in the days of Pentecost,
people of the Valley Street congregation
are adding to our number. We are
happy to announce that due to the large
increase in attendance, we are planning
construction to begin in March 1983 to
enlarge the sanctuary and add more
classrooms to meet the need for more
space.
A good solid bus ministry started
things happening. A bus team met and

went out into the community and began
bringing people in. Due to the success of
this venture, we have now purchased a
van in order to extend our area of pick
up.
Second, we have a church growth
leader who is dedicated to seeing our
Sunday school and church grow. A
team of approximately eighteen people
meet on Thursday evenings for prayer
and visitation. Already God's Spirit has
moved and people have been saved and
are hearing God's Word through this
ministry.
A third reason for growth is our new
extension chairman. This brother in
Christ has begun a program of sending
cards and letters to our visitors and to
people who miss due to hospitalization
or illness, letting them know that we
care.
Fourth are the contests. A fall harvest
contest was started in October and ran
through the second week of November.
We divided the Sunday school into

Sunday School Superintendent Barbara Newberry and Pastor Chafin getting ready for the "Harvest Time" contest.
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teams and worked to see which team
could bring in the most new people.
(The pastor said he would preach from
the rooftop if 200 people were in attendance at Sunday school. We are still waiting to reach this goal.) At the conclusion
of this contest, a perfect attendance contest was begun. Each week the class with
perfect attendance receives a prize. One
student was planning to miss a Sunday,
but because of the contest decided to go
away during the week so as not to miss a
service.
The growth of the Valley Street
church is due to our Christian education
programming. It is also a result of the
responsiveness of God's people to the
call of the Holy Spirit. Our real purpose
and vision are to bring God's Word and
salvation to our surrounding community.
•

Henry Chafin is pastor of the Valley Street
congregation.

Angi Chafin-Adcox, Debbie Hatfield and Sherry Newberry
participate in a skit for the October campaign.
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John Stoner selected
to chair NISBCO

chutchf nevOs
Bishop nominees for
1984-1990 announced
The Bishops Nominating Committee
has completed its assignment in the process of selecting bishops who will serve
the church from 1984 to 1990.
In order to allow for appropriate
planning and to give advance information, the committee announces the following proposed roster and areas of
assignment, which will be recommended
to the 1984 General Conference for
election/confirmation:
Owen H. Alderfer - Central
Conference
John A. Byers - Atlantic
Conference
Glenn A. Ginder - Midwest
Conference
H. Frank Kipe - Allegheny
Conference
Harvey R. Sider - Canadian
Conference
J. Ralph Wenger - Pacific
Conference
The Bishops Nominating Committee
began its work at the 1982 General Conference, establishing guidelines to be
used in its deliberations. A three-day
plenary meeting was held December 2730, 1982, at the Elizabethtown (Pa.)
Brethren in Christ Church. Working
through a sizeable list of proposed nominees, the committee prepared a firm roster of primary selections, including appropriate alternates. An executive committee of the Bishops Nominating Committee was appointed to work with the
chairman in finalizing the roster of
nominees.
In a letter sent to pastors, Dr. Arthur
Climenhaga, chairman of the committee, invited the church to join in prayer
for the nominees and their spouses, as
well as for the committee, as they work
through remaining details involved in
projected changes, pending affirmative
action by General Conference.
He noted that at the present time,
Bishop and Mrs. Alvin Book and Bishop
and Mrs. David Climenhaga are seeking
the Spirit's guidance as to the specific
areas of ministry the Lord has for them
at the conclusion of their terms in 1984.
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While there have been several approaches or considerations made, he said, they
are not prepared at this point to state the
area of ministry to which they may be
led. "They, too, will appreciate your
prayers for a definite sense of the Lord's
leading."

Ministry'83—Retreat
for pastoral couples
The dates of July 4-8,1983, have been
set for a denominational Pastoral Couples Retreat. All pastors and spouses in
Canada and the United States have been
invited and are expected to attend the
sessions, to be held on the campus of
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.
Dr. Ponder Gilliland and his wife
Floy will be the resource couple for the
retreat. Dr. Gilliland pastors the First
Church of the Nazarene in Bethany,
Okla. The Gillilands have a broad background in pastoral ministry and are well
qualified to speak to the retreat themes
of ministry, maturity, and marriage.

John K. Stoner, executive secretary
of Mennonite Central Committee U. S.
Peace Section, has been named chairperson of the National Interreligious
Service Board for Conscientious Objectors (NISBCO).
Stoner had been vice chairperson of
NISBCO since 1978 and has been associated with NISBCO since his assignment to U. S. Peace Section in 1976.
NISBCO was formed in 1940 by the
historic peace churches and is now a
broad coalition of national religious
groups, which provides information about conscientious objection and assistance to conscientious objectors. Its membership consists of just under 50 denominations and religious groups, including MCC.
Stoner, who replaces Charles L. Boyer
of the Church of the Brethren, is appointed chairperson for one year. He is an
ordained minister in the Brethren in
Christ Church and for eight years was
pastor of Bellevue Park Brethren in
Christ Church in Harrisburg, Pa.
He is current secretary of the Brethren
in Christ Commission on Peace and
Social Concerns, and is a member of the
Steering Committee of New Call to
Peacemaking, the coalition of historic
peace churches.

Allegheny Conference
The Mt. Tabor congregation presented Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph L. Egolf Sr. with a plaque on Sunday
morning, Nov. 20, in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary and their service to the church. The

Ponder Gilliland

Retreats for pastoral couples have
been planned about once every four
years. Costs are shared by the pastoral
couples, their congregations, and the
Board of Administration.
The planning committee is chaired by
Bishop John A. Byers. Other members
are Kenneth Hoke (publicity chairperson), Simon Lehman Jr. (finance and
arrangements chairperson), Gail Ryan
(small groups chairperson), Ed Ashby,
Sam Hollingsworth, Nancy Ives, Linda
Kelley, Henry Landis, and Lois Musser.
The committee invites Visitor readers
to pray for the retreat and to encourage
and support their pastoral couple in
their attendance.

couple's nine children also hosted an open house
for them at the Upton Community Center.
The youth of the Air Hill congregation, Chambershurg, Pa., were in charge of both the morning
and evening services on Sunday, Feb. 13. A challenge from God's Word was given in both services
by Wilbur Beesecker. • A set of two films were
shared recently with the Antrim congregation,
Greencastle, Pa., by the Zimmerman Funeral
Home. The films, "Religious Viewpoints on
Death," were viewed in the midweek service. A
question time followed.
Dr. James Stern gave a slide presentation on
abortion to the Cedar Heights congregation, Mill
Hall, Pa., on Sunday evening, Feb. 13. The pres-
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entation was entitled, "War on the Unborn." •
Approximately 125 people attended a fellowship
meal held by the Clarence Center Church, N.Y.,
when the congregation honored Joe and Trena
Miller for 45 years of service as deacon and wife. A
scrapbook containing notes of appreciation from
the congregation was presented to the Millers.
Also received were letters from former pastors:
John Hostetter, Paul Hostetler, Aaron Stern and
Richard Long.
Recent guests of the Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., were Charlie Byers on a
Sunday evening, and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Traister
on a Wednesday evening. • The Saville congregation, Ickesburg, Pa., reports two persons were
recently baptized and one received into fellowship.
A guest speaker on Sunday, Jan. 30, was Esther
Mann.

Atlantic Conference
The Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fl.,
held a yard sale to raise funds for a new roof for the
Day Care building. • The Lancaster congregation,
Pa., reports that the Friendship Class, a class for
mentally handicapped persons, now has nearly 30
people in attendance with 9-10 people assisting in
the teaching. A fellowship meal was recently held
for the class with approximately 80 people
attending.
A recent speaker for the Missionary Prayer Fellowship of the Manor congregation, Mountvilie,
Pa., was Ann Ziegler. Ann, who served as a
teacher for Wycliffe Bible Translators in Peru,
talked about the blessings and frustrations of
being a child of missionary parents. • A team from
Teen Challenge ministered to the Christ's Crusaders of the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
on a Sunday evening.
On Sunday evening, Feb. 13, the youth of the
Refton congregation, Pa., presented a drama in
the evening service. They also held a panel discussion on "Self-Awareness." • Missionaries Pete and
Mim Stern shared in both the Sunday school and
worship services at the Speedwell Heights congregation, Lititz, Pa., on Sunday, Feb. 6. They have
just completed a semester at Fuller School of
World Mission, Pasadena, Ca.

Canadian Conference
The Bridlewood congregation participated in a
Day of Prayer for Canadian Home Missions on
Sat., Feb. 5. • Rhoda Winger led a Prayer Clinic
for several Sunday evenings in Jan. for the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. "One
Accord" was the theme.
On Sunday evening, Feb. 6, a special presentation, "Witnessing in Word and Deed" was given to
the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., by
Peter J. Dyck. Mr. Dyck, born in Russia, has
given many years of service with MCC. • The
Massey Place congregation, Saskatoon, Sask.,
observed Outreach Sunday on March 13. Approximately 10,000 brochures were delivered to homes
in Saskatoon during the preceding week.
Rev. Glenn Robitaille, pastor of the Covenant
congregation, Penetang, Ont., was the guest speaker for a "Get Acquainted" evening at the New Life
Church, Collingwood, Ont., on Thursday evening, Feb. 3.

Central Conference
The Beulah Chapel congregation, Springfield,
Oh., held a combined service with the Trinity Nazarene congregation, a neighboring church. • Approximately 90 people were served recently at a
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sauerkraut dinner held by the ladies of the CarlandZion congregation, Owosso, Mi. The dinner was
held to help pay off the nursery school indebtedness.
The Lakeview Community congregation, Goodrich, Mi., held a College Day on Saturday, Feb.
19. Representatives from seven colleges were present to talk with interested students. • A noteburning service was held on Sunday, Feb. 6, by the
Pomeroy Chapel congregation, Smithville, Tn.
Rev. David Buckwalter participated in the service
which was followed by a noon meal.
Union Grove congregation, New Paris, In., held
a special missions evening on Tuesday, Feb. 15.
Phyllis Engle, missionary to Africa, and Phil
Byers, doing voluntary service at the Missions
Center in Mount Joy, Pa., were the guest speakers.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene congregation, Ks., hosted a Joint
Missionary Conference with the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., and the Zion congregation,
Abilene, on Saturday, Feb. 12. Participating missions personnel were Louis Cober, Arlene Miller,
Phil Byers, George and Ethel Bundy and Phyllis
Engle.
A banquet was held by the Bethany congregation, Thomas, Ok., in a local restaurant for all
those who had completed reading through the
Bible in 1982. The banquet was open to anyone in
the congregation; however, the church paid for the
meals of those who had finished the reading.
The film, "It's Friday, but Sunday's Comin' "
was viewed by the Mountain View congregation,
Colorado Springs, Co. • A Family Life Conference was held by the Oklahoma City congregation, Ok., on Feb. 18-20. "Tusseling with Teens,"
"Focusing on Family," and "Yelling at the
Youngsters" were the topics discussed.

Pacific Conference
The Little People Preschool and Kindergarten
of the Alta Loma congregation, Ca., are making
plans to extend their services into a summer day
camp. • Guests of the Labish congregation,
Salem, Or., on Sunday, Feb. 6, were Pastor Grafton Forbes and the teens from Pilgrim Chapel,
Brooklyn, N.Y. (Atlantic Conference). The group
participated in both the morning and evening
services.
The Upland congregation began their Missionary Conference, Feb. 4-6, with a banquet Friday
evening, and a breakfast on Saturday for the
adults of the church. Special meetings were held
for the children, including a Mexican Fiesta. The
conference concluded on Sunday. Numerous missions personnel participated in the service.

For The Record
Births
Bare: Caleb Chester, Oct. 3; Terry and Debbie
Bare, Colorado Springs congregation, Co.
Bolesta: Kristy Joy, Jan. 11; Ron and Donna
Bolesta, Manor congregation, Pa.
Brake: Kari Beth, Dec. 8; Roy and Kathryn
Volitis Brake, Jr., Mt. Tabor congregation, Pa.
Buckwalter: Joseph Bryan, Jan. 22; Mr. and
Mrs. Bryan Buckwalter, Amherst, Oh.
Clopper: Jason David, Jan. 22; Dave and Barbara Clopper, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Colver: Julianna Dianne, Jan. 13; William and
Barbara Colver, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Deardorff: Lori Anne, Jan. 9; Greg and Sheila
Deardorff, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.
Eigenbrode: Amy Elizabeth, Jan. 29; Dave and
Beth Eigenbrode, Fairview Ave. congregation,
Pa.
Gallinger: Anna Kathleen, Jan. 26; Michael
and Yvonne Gallinger, New Life congregation,
Ont.
Geiger: Bryan Alan, Jan. 11; Bob and Valerie
Geiger, Grantham congregation, Pa.
Gilmore: Olivia Joy, Jan. 12; Gordon and
Susie Gilmore, Venezuela.
Good: Kristopher Daniel, Jan. 14; Danny and
Shari Good, Manor congregation, Pa.
Henderson: Jennifer Ann, Nov. 13; Ron and
Mary Henderson, Massey Place congregation,
Sask.
Kohn: Jonathan William, Dec. 28; Robert and
Rosalie Kohn, Mooretown congregation. Mi.
Lewis: Sarah Britton, Feb. 8; Rev. Carl and
Gail Lewis, Colorado Springs congregation, Co.
Lentz: Jonathan Allen, Jan. 24; Tim and Debbie Lentz, Mooretown congregation, Mi.
Locke: Ryan Andrew, Dec. 27; Gordon and
Sarina Locke, Paddockwood congregation, Sask.
May: Andrea Yvonne, Jan. 4; Jeff and Ava
May, Grantham congregation, Pa.
McMullen: Daniel Steven, Jan. 27; Steve and
Diane McMullen, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.
Mohr: Sylvia Diane, Nov. 2; Jim and Audrey
Mohr, Colorado Springs congregation, Co.
Poore: Yvonne Lynn, Jan. 25; Don and Janet
(Engle) Poore, Zion congregation, Ks.
Pranckun: Zachariah David; Dec. 31; Peter
and Jan Pranckun, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Pye: Heather Katherine, Jan. 4; Elwood and
Margaret Pye, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Rutt: Brandon Montgomery, Jan. 29; Doug
and Laura Rutt, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Seats: Virginia Lynn, Feb. 10; David and Jessie
Wagner Seats, Pequea congregation, Pa.
Spizzirri: Pamela Marie, Jan. 23; Pete and
Sherri Spizzirri, Skyline View congregation, Pa.
Stauffer: Kristen Noel, Dec. 26; Chris and Pam
Stauffer, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Weaver: Carrie Denee, Feb. 6; Duane and
Karen (Wenger) Weaver, Fairview congregation,
Oh.
Wiebe: Carmen Nichole, Jan. 26; Dale and
Sandy Wiebe, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Wingert: Amber Kay, Jan. 19; Don and
Andrea Wingert, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Yandt: William Wilson, Jan. 11; Blaine and
Connie Yandt, Massey Place congregation, Sask.

Weddings
Cline-Brandt: Marie Kay, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Brandt, Millersville, Pa., and Daniel
Eugene, son of Mrs. Gloria Cline, Conestoga, Pa.,
and Robert Cline, Jan. 29, 1983 in the Manor
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John B.
Hawbaker officiating.
next page,

please

25

s t e v d a r d s f y p

Light-Lewis: Terri Lewis, and Dale Light, both
Lebanon, Pa., Dec. 11, 1982, in the Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. Earl
Musser officiating.

Want to consult with one of the people involved with stewardship and finance? Here
are the general schedules from April to June. Contact directly the person you want to
see.

Mohler-Martin: Catherine L., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ben Martin, Gordonville, Pa., and N.
Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Mohler, New
Holland, Pa., Jan. 22, in the St. Stephen's United
Church of Christ with Rev. William Fenstermacher and Rev. Merle Brubaker officiating.
Reist-Rylee: Jeanne Rylee, Millersville, Pa.,
andJames Reist, Cloena, Pa., Nov. 13,1982 in the
Zion United Church of Christ, Millersville, with
Rev. Stephen Cote officiating.

Apr.

9—Canadian Conference, Kitchener, Ontario
x
x
9—Allegheny Conference, Grantham, P A
x
10—Financial Seminar, Mennonite Church, Oley, PA
11—Central Stewardship & Finance, Cincinnati, OH
13—COSF Executive Committee, Grantham, PA
x x
15__World Peace Tax Fund, Peace Churches, Chicago, IL
15—BOA Executive Committee, Grantham, PA
x
17—Iowa Churches
18—Midwest Stewardship & Finance, Oklahoma City,
OK
19—Christian Holiness Association, Kankakee, IL
23—Oklahoma City Church, Oklahoma, OK
24—Oklahoma Churches
x
26—Messiah Village, P A
28—Sunnymead Church, CA
May 2—Pacific Stewardship & Finance, Southern CA
3—Committee on Gift Annuities, Denver, CO
6—Allegheny Stewardship & Finance, Carlisle, PA
12—Jacob Engle Foundation Exec. Comm., Grantham,
PA
17—Messiah Village, PA
x
19—Atlantic Stewardship & Finance, Lancaster, PA
Teach Sunday School, Manor Church, P A
x
Stewardship Promotion Committees, Pacific,
Midwest
Church Treasurers' Meetings, OK, So. OH.
x
Church Treasurers' Meetings, CA, OR, CO, KS,
June
—Church Treasurers' Meetings, KY, TN, VA, PA
x
Church Treasurers' Meetings, PA
x
Church Treasurers' Meetings, IA, IN, Ml, No. OH,
PA, NY, FL
Stewardship Promotion Committees, Allegheny,
Atlantic
21—Messiah Village, P A
x
28—BOA, Kenbrook Bible Camp, P A
x
30—BOA, COSF & General Conference Groups,
Kenbrook, P A
x x x
30—Jacob Engle Foundation Annual Meeting,
Kenbrook, PA
x x x
30—JEF Board Meeting, Kenbrook, PA
x x x

Harold Chubb, General Treasurer,
Office phone (717) 697-2634; P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027
Lester C. Fretz, Director of Stewardship and Finance (Canada)
Office phone (416) 563-4739; Box 207, Vineland, Ontario LOR 2C0
Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, Field
Representative
Phone till June 1 (717) 872-7246; R. D. 1, Washington Boro, PA 17582
Dr. David P. McBeth, Director of Stewardship and Finance (U.S.A.)
Office Phone (717) 697-2634; P. O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027
Ray M. Musser, Executive Director, Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc.
Office Phone (714) 985-8200; P. O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91786

26

Zimmerman-Welsh: Denise, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Welsh, and Dean, son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Zimmerman, Jan. 29, in the Mt.
Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Jerel Book officiating.

x
x
x
x
x

Obituaries

x

x
x
x
x

x

x
x

x
x

*

*
'

J
:
:

Barden: Mrs. Neva V. Barden, born Aug. 7,
1901 in Flushing, Mi., died Jan. 6, 1983 in
Zephyrllis, Fl. She was married to Ardah Barden
who survives. Also surviving are two sons: Warren
Brady and Orel Smith; two daughters: Janetta
Howard and Beatrice Gilbert; 18 grandchildren;
19 great-grandchildren; and a brother, Royal Ritter. The funeral service was conducted by Rev.
Thomas Dunn. Interment was in Oak Hill Cemetery.
Bolla: Mrs. Victoria Bolla, born Dec. 1,1889 in
Hungary, died Feb. 6, 1983 in Ovid, Mi. She is
survived by four daughters: Anna Gabor, Mrs.
Carl Seelhoff, Mrs. Steve Mankoci, and Mrs.
Darwin Dudley; two sons: Alexander Jr. and Stephan Harsay; 14 grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild. The
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Verle Brubaker in the Carland Zion Brethren in Christ
Church. Interment was in the Oak Hill Cemetery.
Cogan: Mrs. Grace E. Cogan, Clearville, Pa.,
born Oct. 19, 1889, died Jan. 26, 1983. She was
married to Harvey Cogan who preceded her in
death in 1940. She is survived by four children:
Annie Jay, Lloyd, Charles, and Thelma Dunkel;
15 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; a greatgreat-grandchild; a step-grandchild; and three
step-great-grandchildren. A brother, a sister, and a
son preceded her in death. Rev. Curtis Bryant
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Clearville Union Cemetery.
Empringham: Mrs. Annie (Cruickshank) Empringham, Gormley, Ont., born Feb. 8,1891, died
Jan. 10, 1983. In 1912 she was married to David
Empringham who preceded her in death in 1977.
She is survived by three sons: Ralph, Bruce and
Harry; seven grandchildren; and ten great-grandchildren. Rev. Marlin Ressler conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the Heise Hill
Cemetery.
Eshelman: Mrs. Martha Kauffman Eshelman,
born Oct. 31, 1897 in Abilene, Ks., died Feb. 8,
1983 in Upland, Ca. In 1951 she was married to
Alvin Eshelman who preceded her in death in
1966. She is survived by two stepsons: Dr. Cecil
and Dr. Harold; two sisters; and a brother. She
was a member of the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church and spent 27 years as a missionary in
Africa. Rev. Robert Hempy and Rev. Alvin
Burkholder conducted the funeral service. Entombment was the Bellevue Mausoleum.
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Major changes made
in third draft of
alternate service regs
AKRON, Pa.—Selective Service System made major changes in favor of
conscientious objectors in a third draft
of alternative service regulations. This
third proposal was published in the
Federal Register on February 18 for a
30-day public comment period.
Major revisions were made in the five
areas of appeals procedures, job prioritization, employer and job criteria, allowance of overseas service, and provisions for civilians to administer the
program.
1. Appeals procedure. An alternative
service worker can appeal any job assign-

Everett: Victor Everett, Clarence, N.Y., born
Jan. 10, 1929, died Feb. 2,1983. He was the son of
Mrs. Violet Everett and the late Leonard Everett.
In addition to his mother he is survived by his wife,
Helen Hexemer Everett; two sons: Richard and
Michael; a daughter, Donna; five brothers; four
sisters; and one grandchild. Rev. Richard Bender
conducted the funeral service in the Harris Hill
Mennonite Church.
Ginder: Almeda G. Ginder, Lancaster, Pa.,
born Nov. 19, 1916, died Dec. 19, 1982. She was a
member of the Mt. Pleasant Brethren in Christ
Church where Rev. Jerel L. Book and Rev. Ralph
Ginder conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Mastersonville Cemetery.
Goss: Mrs. Norman K. Goss, Elizabethtown,
Pa., died Jan. 26, 1983, at the age of 45. She was
the daughter of William F. and Katherine B.
Conners Sr. who preceded her in death. She was
married to Paul W. Goss who survives. Also surviving are two daughters: Kelly L. and Debra A.;
three brothers and a sister. She was a member of
the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev.
W. Dale Allison and Rev. Joseph Hyatt.
Kauffnian: Mrs. Cora E. Kauffman, born Nov.
22,1900, died Jan. 29,1983 in the Messiah Village,
Mechanicsburg, Pa. She was married to Howard
Kauffman who preceded her in death in 1954. She
is survived by two sons: Harold and Howard. A
daughter, Deloris, preceded her in death. She was
a member of the Granville Brethren in Christ
Church. Rev. LeRoy Walters and Rev. John Reitz
conducted the funeral service. Interment was in
the Maitland Brethren Cemetery, Lewistown, Pa.
Lehman: Mrs. Anna Steckley Lehman, born
Mar. 28, 1891, died Feb. 9, 1983. In 1957 she was
married to Abram Lehman who preceded her in
death. She is survived by three stepdaughters:
Fern Wenger, Pearl Stull, and Sara Collidge; four
stepsons: Carl, Wilmer, Bruce and Abram Jr.; a
brother, Walter Steckley; a sister, Luella Sheffer;
19 step-grandchildren; and 17 step-great-grandchildren. She was a member of the Messiah Village
Brethren in Christ Church and spent more than 30
years as a missionary in India. Rev. Kenneth Hoke
and Rev. LeRoy Walters conducted the funeral
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ment or reassignment for reasons of
conscience consistent with his initial
conscientious objector claim. Appeals
are first lodged administratively with the
alternative service office. If the administrative request is denied, the conscientious objector can appeal to a Civilian
Review Board consisting of civilian volunteers. Unlike the previous proposal, the
Civilian Review Board's decision is final
and not subject to review by Selective
Service.
2. Job Prioritization to meet mobilization manpower needs has been completely dropped from the regulations.
3. Overseas Service will be alio wed as
long as the sending employer is based in
the United States, meets the eligibility
criteria and demonstrates capability to
oversee and monitor the overseas
worker.

service in the Messiah Village Chapel. Interment
was in the Kutz's Cemetery.
Martin: Clair E. Martin, Lamar, Pa., born
Feb. 2, 1892, died Feb. 10,1983. Hewasthesonof
Austin and Katherine Allen Martin. He married
Grace McCandless who survives. Also surviving
are two sons: Robert and Clair A.; a stepdaughter,
Barbara Martin Hall; four grandchildren; two
step-grandchildren; and three great-grandchildren. He was a member of the Cedar Heights
Brethren in Christ Church were the funeral service
was conducted by Rev. John L. Bundy. Interment
was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Miller: Infant son of Randy S. and Susan
(Stiffler) Miller, Everett, Pa., born Dec. 13,1982 in
the Bedford Co. Memorial Hospital, died at birth.
In addition to his parents he is survived by a sister,
Christine; paternal grandparents, Earl and Ina
Miller; maternal grandparents, Robert and Beverly Stiffler; and great-grandparents: Lena Ritchey, Grace Shoemaker, Alex Errington, and
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stiffler. Rev. Curtis Bryant
conducted the graveside service at the Bethel
Church of the Brethren Cemetery.
Robinson: Mrs. Nancy P. Robinson, Greencastle, Pa., born June 23, 1907, died Jan. 20, 1983
in the New Guilford Convalesarium, Fayetteville,
Pa. She was married to Moses Robinson who
survives. Also surviving are two sons and five
grandchildren. She was a member of the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Lorne
Lichty conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery.
Saltzman: Mrs. Pauline Rieder Saltzman, born
Sept. 9, 1905 in Amsterdam, N.Y., died Feb. 3,
1983 in Ontario, Ca. On Mary 24, 1969 she was
married to Lester Saltzman. Rev. Robert Hempy
and Rev. Alvin Burkholder conducted the funeral
service. Interment was in the Bellevue Cemetery,
Ontario, Ca.
Snowden: Mrs. Ellen Snowden, Toronto, Ont.,
born July 8, 1907, died Dec. 31, 1982. She was
married to Henry Snowden who survives. Also
surviving are three sons: Harry, Robert and Thomas. She was a member of the Bridlewood
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service
was conducted by Rev. Leonard Chester. Interment was in the Pine Hills Cemetery.

4. Civilians will be hired for Alternative Service administrative positions dealing directly with conscientious objectors
as soon as feasible after mobilization.
5. Employer and job criteria similar
to 1-W era regulations have been added.
Employers generally must be engaged in
charitable activity that benefits the public health, welfare or environment.
Health services, education, environmental programs, social services, community service and agricultural work are
listed in the regulations as appropriate
alternative service work.
Why these dramatic revisions in alternative service planning? Three factors
emerge as being determinative. First, the
conscientious objector community played a key role in expressing concern for a
fair and equitable alternative service
program. Over 800 comments were sent
to Selective Service following publication of the first alternative service proposal. Numerous delegations went to
Selective Service headquarters and the
halls of Congress, including several from
Mennonite Central Committee and
from the National Interreligious Service
Board for Conscientious Objectors.
A second factor was Congressional
interest marshalled during the critical
development stages of the alternative
service program. Key oversight committees as well as individual senators and
representatives exercised their "checks
and balances" function of government
by introducing specific legislation or
resolutions calling for changes in alternative service planning and accountability on the part of Selective Service
System.
Finally, significant staff changes at
Selective Service headquarters cannot
be overlooked. Larry Roffee was named
head of alternative service planning last
fall following the second alternative service proposal—the third person to hold
the position in two years. William Olney
and Robert Abrahamson, Roffee's immediate superiors, were also new faces
involved in the final stages of alternative
service planning.
MCC U.S. Peace Section will be carefully reviewing the regulationis and formulating a written response. Because there
have been major revisions in the regulations, MCC is not requesting a 30-day
extension for comment.
MCC Draft Counselor's UPDATE
readers were sent a copy of the regulations for review and encouraged to
respond during the 30-day comment
period which ended March 25.
Jim Amstutz, MCC News Service
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the contemporary scene
Rare Cadillac donated for
West Coast relief sale
REEDLEY, Ca. (MCC)—The sale of a 1919
Cadillac, appraised at $24,000, will highlight
the West Coast Mennonite Relief Sale on
April 9. In donating the auto, Ted and Ruth
Hochhalter expressed the desire that the
proceeds of the sale of the Cadillac that has
given them so much enjoyment now be used
for the feeding of hungry people. The Hochhalters are members of a Mennonite Brethren
church in Lodi, Calif.
A recent appraisal of the car noted it had
"one of the rare and unusual custom fourdoor sedan bodies—quite unlike the stock
Cadillac sedan body. It is unusually solid for
its age, runs nicely and has been recently
restored." The car, with only 32,102 miles on
it, comes complete with the 1920 cancelled
check for $8,100, the original purchase price.
Growth evidenced in
young Pioneer Boys work
WHEATON, 111. (EP)—Now in its second
ear, Pioneer Boys, a division of Pioneer
Clubs, continues to grow. In 1983 boys and
combined clubs membership surged from
488 to 3445. This increase is related to the
completion of revised curriculum for boys
and girls, grades three through nine. The
revision project features a three-track system. Because boys and girls curricula are

parallel, churches can operate separate boys
and girls clubs or run combination clubs
whenever necessary or desired. In September,
444 new churches began Pioneer Clubs.
(Visitor readers will be interested to learn
that a portion of this revised curriculum is
printed for Pioneer Clubs by Evangel Press
printing division.)

Churches challenged to
confront radical changes
SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. (EP)—The
church is called today to minister in a world
that is on the move, Dr. Leighton Ford told
the opening meeting of the Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization held here
recently. "As Bible-believing Christians, we
often emphasize that faith in God brings
stability, but, at the same time, we must not
lose sight of the fact that he is the dynamic
and living God."
"We live at a time of tremendous anxiety
and uncertainty in a world on the move," he
told the fifty church leaders who compose
the influential group. Citing the "megamovements" of the time, he challenged churches
and Christians to meet changing situations
with renewed evangelization strategy and
aggressive outreach."
He pointed out that recent statistics demonstrated that populations are on the move.
"Since we last met, the population of China

Life was
easy before
I became a
wage earner.

But now, I too
must face such
awesome questions
of money management
as "responsibility
in giving."

(sigh)
When your
allowance is
a quarter
a week
that's a decision
you have to
make.
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Whether tis
nobler to give
more than a
tenth of my
income and risk
not making it
through the week
in these inflationary
times . . .

ir

Or play
it safe
and give
just a little
less.

has passed the one billion mark—a symbol
of the rapid growth in the number of unreached peoples of our world," Ford told the
church leaders. "Cities especially are on the
move," he maintained. "By the year 2000,
Mexico City will have a population of over
31 million people." Evangelization strategy
must be devised to meet that staggering
urban challenge, which radically changed
people's life-styles, the evangelist said.
Ford also pointed to the growing disparity
between the world's rich and poor. "Wealth
and poverty are on the move," he stated.
"Rich nations are getting richer, and poor
nations are getting poorer. The number of
hopelessly poor is increasing at a rate faster
than that of the world's population." That
gaping chasm raised the spectre of war, he
suggested. "A full stomach in rich nations
and an empty stomach in the poorer nations
not only doesn't make sense," he warned,
"but it could also mean nuclear war."
Ford reminded the evangelical leaders
that other religions are also on the move.
"During the twentieth century, Christianity
has become the most extensive religion in
history," he told them. In spite of that phenomenal expansion however, the percentage
of Christians is declining, because of the resurgence of older religions and the emergence of new ones. A strange accompaniment of that phenomenal expansion of
Christianity and the growth of other religions, he added, was that secularization was
also on the move. "Eighty years ago no one
expected the mass of defections from Christianity which have taken place in Western
Europe due to secularism; in Eastern Europe
and Russia due to communism; and in
America due to materialism," Ford observed.
The gathering approved a six-year plan to
involve more churches in world evangelization. The plan includes the possibility of
another international congress on world
evangelization in this decade. The Lausanne
Committee for World Evangelization emerged from the 1974 International Congress for
World Evangelization which was held in
Lausanne, Swizterland.

Further social program cuts
called "heartless and senseless"
WASHINGTON (EP)—Foy Valentine has
called for rejection of proposed new cuts in
domestic social programs in President Reagan's 1984 budget, calling them "heartless
and senseless."
Valentine, executive director of the Southern Baptists' Christian Life Commission,
responding to a recently released report on
the effects of budget, tax and military policies on the poor, said "trickle-down economics has been weighed and found wanting."
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He added: "The bitter fruit of its planned
unemployment which has brought down
inflation on the backs of the poor is now
clearly seen to be depression and the biggest
deficit spending in the nation's history. Last
year's domestic cuts have had their inevitable
impact: suffering for the poor, misery for the
old, anguish for the sick and joblessness for
millions who want to work."
The report is being distributed by the
Interreligious Task force on U.S. Food Policy, a Washington-based coalition of religious agencies. A nonprofit research organization, the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, prepared the study. The center
was founded in 1981 by the Field Foundation, a private group that sponsors research
on hunger and malnutrition in the United
States.
According to the report, the 1984 budget
deficit of more than $180 billion, caused by
the military build-up and tax cuts, is creating
pressure for more cuts in social programs.
Even though low-income programs constitute only about one-tenth of the federal
budget, they have been subjected to the
deepest cuts, the report says.
Instead of a new round of cuts in social
programs, the report proposed higher taxes
on corporations and reduction or elimination of some tax shelters and the third year of
the income tax cut for individuals earning
more than $50,000 a year. Also targeted in
the report are new weapons systems and the
military retirement program. Proposed expenditures of $222 billion on new nuclear
weapons over the next five years should be
reduced, the report suggests, as could military retirement benefits. "Military personnel
contribute none of their own pay whatsoever
toward their military pensions," the report
says. "Their generous pensions are paid for
entirely by the U.S. taxpayer."
The report includes an October 1982 study
by the National Journal that found the
wealthiest fifth of the population receives
nearly twice as much in military retirement
payments as the entire bottom fifth of the
population receives in food stamps.
Key to Crossword Puzzle (p. 32)

tedders fesporyd
Elders in the Church
Bishop John Byers' welcome article
on "Elders in the Local Church" (Feb.
'83) opened an important issue for discussion. He rightly points out that arguments about mere terminology—church
board or board of elders—are not profitable. His observation that "the work of
the church is not a 'one man operation' "
is much more important than what the
local leaders are called.
The term "elders" has a long history in
the Bible. Beginning in Exodus the
elders are the group which is responsible
for the community of God's people. In
the New Testament we see that the function of the elders was more than "planning the congregational program" and
servicing the church organization. According to 1 Peter 5:1,2 they were "shepherds (pastors!) of God's flock." In
former times the Brethren in Christ
practiced such a group care of the flock.
Then the deacons served alongside the
ministers (or "elders") in shepherding
the believers. With the emergence of the
pastor-church board pattern, this sharing of direct responsibility for the flock
has been lost. Now the pastor is responsible, and the church board is instructed
"to serve in an advisory capacity to the

pastor" (Manual of Brethren and Government).
The church board as it is described in
the Manual is an administrative body.
Its functions, besides advising the pastor, are expressed largely in terms of
being responsible for organization and
program. It is true, as Bishop Byers
points out, that the organizational is a
valid aspect of the church. But this
stands in some contrast to the organism—
to the living aspect of the community of
believers.
It is true that the function of the
church board could be defined along the
lines of the New Testament elders—
caring for the flock. However, the Brethren in Christ Manual does not do that. If
we really believe that "the work of the
church" is more than "a one man operation," this will lead us to see that those
who "advise the pastor" need to be
involved themselves in some way in
direct ministry to the flock. We will then
think of them as sharing with the pastor
rather than as advising. The name by
which these leaders are called is not
important.
Herbert J. Hoover
East Berlin, PA
next page, please

SCRIPTURES
to live by'R3

Sunday, April 24 • Psalms 51-53
Monday, April 25 • 2 Samuel 4-6
Tuesday, April 26 • 2 Samuel 7-9
Wednesday, April 27 • 2 Sam. 10-12
Thursday,April28 • 2 Samuel 13-15
Friday, April 29 • 2 Samuel 16-18
Saturday, April 30 • 2 Samuel 19-21

Sunday, April 10 • Psalms 45-47
Monday, April 11 • Ruth 1-4
Tuesday, April 12 • 1 Samuel 1-3
Wednesday, April 13 • 1 Samuel 4-6
Thursday, April 14 • 1 Samuel 7-9
Friday, April 15 • 1 Samuel 10-13
Saturday, April 16 • 1 Samuel 14-16
Sunday, April 17 • Psalms 48-50
Monday, April 18 • 1 Samuel 17-19
Tuesday, April 1 9 * 1 Samuel 20-22
Wednesday, April 20 • 1 Sam. 23-25
Thursday, April 21 • 1 Samuel 26-28
Friday, April 22 • 1 Samuel 29-31
Saturday, April 23 • 2 Samuel 1-3

Sunday, May 1 • Psalms 54-56
Monday, May 2 * 2 Samuel 22-24
Tuesday, May 3 • 1 Kings 1-4
Wednesday, May 4 • Proverbs 1-3
Thursday, May 5 • Proverbs 4-6
Friday, May 6 • Proverbs 7-9
Saturday, May 7 • Proverbs 10-12
Sunday, May 8 • Psalms 57-59
Monday, May 9 • Proverbs 13-15
Tuesday, May 10 • Proverbs 16-18
Wednesday, May 11 • Prov. 22-24
Friday, May 13 • Proverbs 25-27
Saturday, May 14 • Proverbs 28-31

Used by permission of the National Association of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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"Yes" to index
I am writing to encourage your work
in publishing the Evangelical Visitor,
and to state my case for publishing an
index for it. As I read the articles, I do
not see them as being solely for browsing purposes. They have a very real
potential for research if only the information could be accessed. I perceive
that this would benefit pastors in preparing sermons and counselling individuals, Sunday School teachers, Bible study
leaders, Christian students and educators of high schools and colleges, subscribers with enquiring minds, etc.
Earlier this month we were encouraged at our church (Manor Brethren in
Christ) to choose a missions area or
issue in response to the Great Commis-

Orjesinjus
Dear Paul:
Since I left you I've been struggling
with a question: "Why do people with
power overcompensate?" Here in the
churches I notice that the newly educated rely on their new-found knowledge; the newly rich are preoccupied
with their money and the things they can
do with it; the newly powerful are
obsessed with their positions of influence; the newly trained want to use their
expertise, whether it fits a particular
situation or not.
You taught us that as believers we are
all parts of one body and each has a
needed role in that body. I liked that
teaching because it makes a useful place
for everyone. But what do I find out
here—a lot of specialization that sets
people apart from each other. Result:
I'm confused and depressed with all the
trouble it seems to cause, both among
the climbers and the overlooked. When
persons attain new levels of training they
look for a place to use it. People with the
power of wealth think about using it.
These situations result in the rest of the
people stepping back into the shadows
while the new activity rolls along. Do
30

sion, and then read up on it and become
directly involved with others serving
there. In that way, we can pray more
intelligently for the needs and it may
even lead us to serve in that area. The
missions emphasis of the Evangelical
Visitor would be a good source of material for this, but without indexing, few
go back to read older issues now with
this project in mind, even though these
older issues are retained on bookshelves
in most homes that subscribe.
I have a very special interest in indexing, because I am a librarian. As part of
the master's program at Drexel University, I took a course on Abstracting and
Indexing. As librarian at the Lancaster
Mennonite High School, I developed a
Christian Periodical Index for the twenty
Christian periodicals subscribed to there
(including the Evangelical Visitor!). This
was a general index geared to student
use that filled a definite need for leading
students to material that would give a
Christian perspective to their speeches,
term paper topics, etc.
Edith Asbury
Lancaster, Pa.

. . . and to church addresses

I would like to add my voice to that of
Warren Hoffman in requesting that you
consider publishing an annual index for
the Visitor. I think many of us will find
such an addition very helpful.
Also, the "Church News" section
would be more meaningful to many of
the newer members of the denomination
if the addresses of the churches were
included in the conference paragraphs.
Some of us aren't sure where some of
these congregations are located.
Keep up the good work. You publish
a fine magazine.
Stanley C. Beachy
Carlisle, Pa.
The above letters are commenting on
the idea of printing in the Visitor an
annual index of articles and authors. It
should be noted that a complete index,
covering the 95 years of Evangelical Visitor publication, is available for reference. The card-file index is located in the
Brethren in Christ Archives, housed at
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa.

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . .. will tell you
everything that is happening here.
Colossians 4:9
you get the picture? Education and
technology bring training seminars focused on methodology; money power
leads to money agendas; persons dream
of spreading the good news with their
computers and sports prowess; competition parades as virtue.
The leaders seem to be constantly
scrambling to make a place for the special gifts among the people. This situation leaves the generally unaccomplished people (including many of us exslaves) on the sidelines, largely unused. I
decided to write to you about it because
you always made me feel as if I had
something to contribute too. Am I just
over-reacting?
Remember what happened to Peter
at Caesarea when he discovered that
God is no respecter of persons? What
would happen if you wrote another letter to the churches emphasizing that
truth for these times?
Perhaps in my new found freedom
I've become a bit too idealistic. And
perhaps the leaders are aware of the
problem but just haven't worked their
way through it yet. Maybe they are so
caught up in upward mobility them-

selves that they almost lose your vision
for body life and all that means for the
unnoticed members.
You know, Paul, how excited I am
about the privilege of becoming a brother in the faith. As you have taught me, I
believe that I too have something to
offer, even though I'm without the power
of education, money or social position.
And you know that there are still many
slaves like me that could help to enlarge
the church's witness if they were really
needed.
Will you write Philemon and the
other leaders another letter, or must I
find a way to confront them directly?
Maybe overcompensation is just a natural phase of development that will soon
give way to more normal attitudes about
talents. I hope so. I'm praying that my
attitudes about upward mobility will
not alienate me from being a brother in
the faith. If you have any special advice
for me, please send it along with the next
messenger. I count on your continued
interest in me. I'm not really discouraged—because I see the way you fight
your own battle of faith, even while in
chains.
—Onesimus.
Evangelical Visitor

"What are their qualifications?"
Fifteen of us were working around the conference
table one Chicago afternoon. Most were members of
the Foundation Series Publishing Council, discussing
final details of a major revision proposal for the curriculum. Also present were several editors, who had met
earlier to complete the proposal, and who had been
asked to remain for the Council's deliberations.
Apparently one of the newer members of the Council
forgot, at least momentarily, that the editors were in the
room. Concerned that the revision be done well, she
asked pointedly, "Just what are the qualifications of the
editors?'
Awkward silence. A queasiness suddenly hit my
stomach; I felt like a bright spotlight had been turned on
me. You see, I was the newest of the editors whose
qualifications had been called into question. The managing editor, first noting that each editor had been
selected by his or her denomination, then proceeded to
outline their qualifications.
I learned at the next editors' meeting that even the
"veterans," who had been editing curricula for years,
had feelings akin to mine. In fact, one said that when she
got home, the first person she talked with was her
psychiatrist. (Of course, I soon learned that she was
married to the psychiatrist!)
Despite the momentary anxiety it caused, I appreciated the question for at least two reasons. First, the
candor was refreshing. (At the time, I might have used
the term "breath-taking.") I was glad to squarely confront such an issue and attempt to resolve it, rather than
allow the concern to fester just below the surface—out
of reach—throughout the entire project.
Secondly, I think we need to raise such questions
more often in the life of the church, although perhaps in
slightly different ways and in the appropriate forums.
Too often we back away f r o m such a discussion, as
though it were unscriptural to inquire as to what qualifies an individual for a specific leadership responsibility.
Of course, we need to be sure that our motives, methods
and criteria are thoroughly Christian; at times these will
differ greatly f r o m those which characterize secular
society. But if we take seriously the Great Commission,
we do well, under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, to
seek to employ wisely the time and talents of the people
of God, freeing them up for ministry in areas where they
can best exercise the spiritual gifts God has given to
them.
Qualifications. The subject comes to mind this week
as I read the guidelines prepared by the Board of
Administration for its work as the brotherhood's Nominating Committee. With the initial approval given by
the 1982 General Conference to the Renewal. . . 2000

restructure proposal, the Nominating Committee has
been empowered to name seven new program boards.
These boards will begin functioning in the fall of 1983.
The Nominating Committee has been encouraging
the church to suggest persons to be considered for
service on these new boards. Such suggestions may be
sent to the personnel secretary, Merle Brubaker, 1860
Harrington Drive, Lancaster, PA 17601 (by June 1 if
possible). Or they may be given to any member of the
Board of Administration prior to their June 28-30
meeting.
Weighing the qualifications of various persons will be
the focus of the Nominating Committee's work in June.
Obviously, not every one whose name is suggested will
be invited to serve. And decisions will have to be made
on which current board members will be placed on the
new boards as a way to provide continuity, and which
persons will terminate their service in 1984.
The committee has defined a number of areas to be
kept in mind while reviewing prospective nominees.
Age, gender, and regional representation will be considered. Balance is desired between clergy and lay representation, as well as striving for "a variety of personality
styles" (such as the cautious and the innovative). Plans
call for each new board to include several persons with
training and experience in related areas of ministry
(such as the possibility of a cross-cultural missionary
serving on the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting). Such careful planning is to be commended.
Of course, not all qualifications are as easy to measure as age or regional representation. Consider two
prerequisites foremost in the Jerusalem church's quest
for persons to serve on their new "Board for Brotherhood Concerns." While they may have had other concerns in mind as well, they sought persons "known to be
full of the Spirit and wisdom" (Acts 6:3).
What formal training or work experience has this
person had? That's easy enough to determine. But is he
or she wise? That is much harder to measure. And to
what extent does he or she rely on the Holy Spirit to
shape and energize daily life and ministry? Such dimensions must be part and parcel of the discernment process of the Nominating Committee. Even though they
defy easy categorization, these vital attributes can
become known as the community of faith seeks the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.
Let us join in prayer for the members of the Nominating Committee as they share in making these critical
decisions in their June meeting. And let us remember as
well to exercise the same care in selecting persons for
leadership responsibilities in our local congregations.
G
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58 They filled a sponge with
(Jn. 19:29)
59 Jesus died on the
60
is unto me (I Cor. 9:16)
61 The Holy City

Easter Crossword Puzzle
by Jane and Harry Musser
Across
6 They also might be
(Jn. 17:19)
8 Hemorrhaging
10 Magnifies, extols
12 Hades
16 Deliver us from
(Lk. 11:4)
17 I know that my
liveth
(Job 19:25)
18 Man (Opposite)
20 An helmet, the hope of
(I Thess. 5:8)
22 Garden of
24 Mt
25 They
upon the camels
(Gen. 24:61)
26 Eternal
29 Heavenly being
31 Crucifixion site (Lk. 23:33)
32

33 Burial site
34
entry
36
branches
38 O
where is thy victory
(I Cor. 15:55)
40
of the Jews
41
of peace
42 Father
them (Lk. 23:34)
44 They had sung an
(Mk. 14:26)
46 Holy
47 Present your bodies a living
(Rom. 12:1)
49 Faith,
, charity
52 Peter ran into the
(Luke 24:12)
53 Pilate entered into the
hall
(Jn. 19:9)
54 Exult
57 Torment

Down
1 Praise the Lord (Hebrew word)
2 O grave, where is thy
(I Cor. 15:55)
3 Lord, lay not this
to their
charge (Ac. 7:60)
4 Suffer the little
(Mk. 10:14)
5 Coming back to life
7
of thorns
8 Hemoglobin
9 Cease living
11 Your
shall be turned into joy
(Jn. 16:20)
13 Paradise
14 Place of the skull
15 Resurrection Sunday
19 O Lord, my strength, and my
(Ps. 19:14)
20 Agonizing
21 Crown of
23
, BlesseS is the King of Israel
(Jn. 12:13)
27 Cessation of life
28 Young sheep
30 A Jewish Holiday
31 Our old man is
with him
(Rom. 6:6)
32 They hung on both sides of Jesus
35 Sins
37 Master
39 Ended
43 Because Christ also
for us
(I Pet. 2:21)
44 Suspended
45 Hallelujah
48 Went Up
50
, lest ye enter into temptation
(Lk. 22:46)
51 Pontius
53
Christ
55 TheLordis
indeed (Lk. 24:34)
56 Ache
Solution is on page 29
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